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the manure must extend in all directions seve- 
ral inches beyond the frame that is used, other- 
wise there will be very little heat at the edges 
of the bed. Having dug the pit of sufficient 
depth, the manure being alive with heat, is to 
be carted and thrown in, a forkful at a time, 
keeping it as level as possible. It will not do 
to tread the manure very hard as the heat 
would be too much checked, but it should be 
pressed down slightly by the fork, and a light 
person may walk once around on the edges. 
The middle will settle solid enough when the 
soil is put on in which the plants are to grow. 
The depth of the manure in the pit will depend 


| upon the season of the year and how long the 
| heat 


will be wanted. A thick bed will hold 
heat longer than a shallow one, so the earlier 
the bed is made in spring the deeper must the 
manure be Isid. Two feet of manure is not 
too much if the bed is started the last of Feb- 
ruary or first ot March. 

Later in April, frames are placed over a foot 
of manure in beds made for setting out plants 
that require checking or more space for de- 
velopment. Having filled the pit with ma- 
nure to the desired depth, put the trame in 
plave over the manure. The frame may be a 
cheap affair of inch boards fora late bed, 
but an early one would be better protected by 


|@ plank frame and with the earth banked up 
| against it on all sides. 


The frame should 
have square corners, and must be the right 
size to receive the sashes. Sashes are usually 
about three feet by six feet, with lapped glass 
laid to shed water. After building the frame, 
which should be a few inches deeper at the 
back side, in order to give enough pitch to 
the sashes to turn off the water from rains or 


| melting snow, the soil to plant in should be 


evenly spread overthe bed to the depth of 
five inches. The soil should be pre- 
pared the fall previous, and must be kept in a 
dry place under cover till needed for use. 
The soil must have a large proportion of sand 
intimately mixed through it. This is to pre- 
vent puddling and baking under the use of the 
watering pot. 

Good garden loam, old hot-bed manure, 
and sand, in about equal proportions, will 


or six 


make 


seeds. 


a rich, mellow soil for receiving the 

It will be all the better if it has been 
freed from weed seeds by sprouting them in 
the soil a tew days previous to 


If the 


weed seeds will mostly sprout 


planting the 
be hot, the 
by the third 
day, when a good raking of the bed will ut- 


terly destroy them. The bed is now ready 


garden seeds. manure 


for the seeds we wish to sow, and they may 
be drilled in in rows, or sown broadcast, ac- 


cording to what is to be done with the plants. 


Planting. 

Tomato and other plants which require re- 
setting, to ensure a vigorous growth and early 
maturity, may be sown very thickly, and then 
taken up and sepsrated when they are eet in 
the cold frame. The cold frame is made just 
like the hot bed, except that much less ma- 
used for supplying heat; if the season 


| need be used; but if 





is well advanced, none 
the weather be cold, the transplanted plants 
will start more readily if a little warm manure 
be place nder the soil in which they are 
set. If one has n 1 hot-bed soil to use in 
the new bed, any good garden soil may be 
sed, but it should receive a liberal dressing 
of wood ashes, and some kind of artificial 
fertilizer. It never pays to be stingy in the 
treatment of hot-bed plants. 
Af-er planting the seeds, the ground should 


e pressed firmly, by laying down a board 


and walking upon it. The top soil in a hot- 





d dries very rapidly in sunny weather, and 


is not pressed down quite firmly, the 
‘ 
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will obstruct 
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the sun 
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warm as it should be, the come 
betore any artificial watering will be needed. 


seed will 


objec- 
tionable, as there is usually a crust formed 


the soil, which is hard for the young plants to 


Watering before the plants come up is 
on 
push through, while it also tends to increase 
the evaporation. A mellow soil firmly pressed, 
keeps sprouting seed in much better condition 
than a soil packed by sprinkling. 
Cultivation and Watering. 

As soon as the plants appear above the sur- 
face, the beds will require constant attention. 

the soil becomes dry it must be watered, 

1 the water should be warmed moderately 
and applied in the afternoon; never at 

dday. Rain and sunshine together are not 
accordance with nature's plans or methods 
Unless the soil is already freely mixed with 
sand, it will be found an excellent plan to 
sprinkle from a half inch to an inch of sand 
over the entire bed while the plants are grow- 
This will make a surface that will not 


late 


ing. 
bake by watering, and it will help to conduct 
the water down through the soil instead of 
turning it off, as would be the case where 
much clay or loam is 
over when wet. Plante are much less likely 
to ‘‘damp off,” that is, rot at the stem just at 
the surface of the ground, where plenty of 
sand is used to ‘‘hill up” after they begin to 
pat out their second and third set of leaves. 


used that would crust 


Airing. 

Having done every part of the work thus 
far perfectly, all may be lost in an hour's 
time if the sashes are left off when they should 
be on, or closed too closely when they should 
be opened. The plants must have plenty of 
fresh air, and it must be tempered by opening 
and closing the sashes just enough and just at 
the right time. It is useless to attempt a hot- 
bed unless some one can be on the ground all 
the time and keep itin mind. During cold 
nights it must be shut as tightly as possible, 
a covering of mats or shutters or both being 
often required. In the morning these should 
be gradually removed as the sun gets up, and 
as the day grows warmer the sashes should 
be opened a little, and, if need be, removed 
during the middle of the day. Unless the 
plants are hardened by plenty of fresh, cool 
air, they will be worthless for setting in the 
garden. There is always a tendency among 
hot-bed plants to run up tall and weak. To 
offset this, it is a good plan not only to give 
all the fresh air practicable, but to take the 
plants up and reset them in cooler beds, set- 
ting them far enough apart so as to give room 
for a healthy development. 

Just as soon as the weather will permit, the 
sashes should be left off entirely, so the plants 
will be perfectly hardy to withstand their final 
transplanting into the open ground. A well 
grown hot-bed plant is short and stout above 
ground, with a heavy mass of fibrous roots 
below. A plant that has not been taken up 
and reset before being offered for sale for set- 
ting in the open ground is not worth half 
price. The best plants are those which have 
been reset two or three times. 

After the beds have been emptied of their 
plants, the frames should be taken up and 
packed away where they will keep from rot- 
ting. The sashes should receive an occasional 
coat of paint, and broken glass should be re- 
placed by new. In market gardens the same 
beds are sometimes used for several successive 

| crops, two or more in spring and another in 








the fall. In such cases the frames may re- 
main so long as the wood keeps sound. A 
coating of coal tar applied to the wood work 
will increase its durability. 

Every farmer who has some member in his 
family who will take the responsibility of tend- 
ing a hot-bed during the six or eight weeke 
between early spring and settled warm weath- 
er, may have an abundance of early plants to 
set in his garden, and, if so disposed, may 
reap a considerable harvest from the sale of 
plants grown at atime when the regular farm 
work is seldom pressing. 





AMERICAN AGRICULTURAL ASSO- 
CIATION. 


Third Annual Meeting.--Continued. 








The lecture by Hon. B. G. Northrup, on 
‘*Farmers’ Homes,” delivered during the first 
day’s session of the convention, was one of 
the best papers presented. A fuller report 
of this excellent lecture will be prepared for 
the readers of the Farmer, than present lim- 
its will allow. 

A paper on ‘‘Fish Culture,” in the absence 
of the author, Seth Green, the pioneer in this 
industry in America, was read by the Secre- 
tary. The raising of fish by artificial means 
is a business that is comparatively new, yet a 
great deal has been accomplished, during the 
past few years, in restocking our rivers and 
lakes. In raising fish it must be remembered 
that ‘‘big fish eat little fish,” unless the latter 
are in some way protected. As well might 
one pasture sheep and wolves together, as to 
turn small fish into ponds in which some of 
the large fish have already obtained posses- 
sion, unless there is shallow water near the 
shore where the large fish cannot go. Some- 
times, however, small fish will dive to the bot- 
tom and bury themselves in the mud to escape 
fror; larger fishes. 

Both large and small fishes show a good deal 
The lecturer had, at 
one time, a lot of trout which he had caught 
by hook and line, and which he kept in con- 
until they were so tame that they 
would follow him all around the pond for 


their accustomed 


of reasoning power. 


finement 


food, but the sight of a 
fishing pole and line would always throw 
them into a state of great fear, showing that 
they had learned by experience to swim shy 
of fishing rods. 

The Creator, who knew that fish must some- 
time become an important article of food for 
man, had wisely caused the fish to be enor- 
mously fertile in the production of eggs. 

The California mountain trout was recom- 


mended very highly by the essayist for East- 









ern waters. They grow rapidly, and, under 





favoring conditions, attain a large size. 

The remainder of the dsy was devoted to 
the discussion of silos and ensilage, Dr. Bai- 
ley, President Sprague, Maj. Alvord and oth- 
There is no sub- 
ject, at the present time, that seems to inter- 
est the farmers like that of ensilage, and yet 


ers taking an active part. 


there is very little said against it, the talk 
There is, how- 
ever, @ great diversity of opinion and prac- 
tice concerning the best methods of putting 
the ensilage in the pits, and also in building 
the that 
wooden partitioned apartment in a corner of 


being nearly all in its favor. 


same, some contending a cheap 
the barn will keep the material quite as well 
as the most expensively built stone or cement 
walls. 

The committee consisting of A. W. Cheev- 
er, H. E. Alvord and Samuel Remington, ap- 
pointed to report upon silos and ensilage, 
llowing : 
the past two years has 
beyond that 


sreserved in pits or silos 


submitted the f. ‘‘The experience of 


many farmers during 
1 the fact dispute, 


establishe: 
er can be 
condition; that 


a 





cattle will eat it 
that they thrive when judi- 
it. The system must not, 





nsidered as having passed en- 
tirely beyond the experimental stage, nor can 





nmittee, at the present time, state 





tly to what extent it is destined to benefit 
the farmer or the public. 

A large number of silos have been built 
during the past two years by men of large 
Ith, who have spared no pains nor expense 





ir construction, and by farmers of very 


] means, and in no case which bas come 


limite 


to the knowledge of the committee, has any 
single experimenter yet abandoned the system 
aid or adjunct to the 
not unlikely, however, 
cases have been 
credited with what is not its just due, as where 


a farmer takes a run out grass field, 


or lost faith in it as an 
It is 
that the silo may in 


cattle feeder. 


some 


produc- 
ing a very light crop of hay, and raises upon it 
a very heavy crop of corn, which, after putting 
it in a silo, is fed to a much larger herd of 
cattle than could have been kept the same 
number of days upon the hay product of that 
field. 

Indian corn grown upon light, sandy soils 
that are poorly adapted to the growth of grass, 
is probably destined to become the chief for- 
age crop for the silo, though in seasons that 
are unfavorable for the curing of grass or 
other fodder by drying, the silo will probably 
be extensively used for preserving these also.” 

Mr. B. G. Northrur 
making Mr. Colcook, editor of the Canada 


introduced a motion 


Farmer, a vice president of the Association. 
Mr. H. E. Alvord in seconding the motion, 
stated that the original intention of the con- 
the honor to 
was to make the association Amer} 
can in the broadest use of that term. The me. 
tion was unanimously carried, and Mr. Colcook 
of Ontario was elected vice president from 
Canada. 

Considerable discussion was had over the 
subject of the journal, resulting finally in re- 
lieving the association of all responsibility, 
both editorial and financial, though each mem- 
ber paying his annual duee will be entitled to 
receive the journal without extra charge, and 
it is understood that the transactions of the 
association will appear as heretofore in its 
pages, and that Mr. Reall will remain its ed- 
itor. 


stitution, a document he had 
draught, 


Resolutions were offered by several mem- 
bers during the sessions, for the purpose of 
bringing out discussion upon the transporta- 
tion interests of the country, but few of the 
members or delegates seemed anxious to take 
part in such discussion at the present time. 





COTTON SEED MEAL EXPERI- 
MENTS. 


Mr. L. H. Sheldon, Fairhaven, Vt., reports 
a trial of cotton seed meal, which shows what 
it will sometimes do for cows that are in milk. 
He was feeding and milking fifteen cows, with 
a weekly product of seventy pounds of butter. 
The teed was the usual hay and coarse fodder 
of the farm, with corn and cob meal, ground 
with oats. Two quarts of cotton seed meal 
was given, in place of the same value of the 
corn and oats, with an increase of the butter 
yield to ninety pounds per week. 

Mr. Sheldon has been thoroughly converted 
to the use of cotton seed, in connection with 
other grain and fodder, for butter cows. His 
neighbors are also beginning to experiment 
with it, for the same purpose. We are not 
prepared to accept the inference that might 
be drawn from the above single experiment, 
as conclusive evidence that cotton seed meal 
is of so much greater value, according to its 
cost, than the corn and oat provender used in 
the beginning of the experiment. Experi- 
ments of this kind must be repeated many 








times, and under such conditions as will ena- 
ble one to feel very positive that the results 
are due solely to the cotton seed, and to noth- 
ing else. 





CLEARING LAND. 





It ia sometimes a question with owners of 
farming lands, how much they can afford to 
do in the way of clearing land of stumps and 
stones before commencing to plough and crop 
it. In this, as in everything else, circum- 
stances undoubtedly alter cases, and one must 
use his own best judgment when deciding how 
thoroughly he shall fit a field for handling 
before he begins to use it. On general prin- 
ciples, we should say put the land in good 
order to work before attempting to work it. 
It does certainly seem foolish to plough and 
cultivate around a rock for forty years, and 
then conclude to get it out. It is true there 
is much land in New England which, at the 
present time, is not worth the cost of clear- 
ing, but there are other lands which haye a 
few rocks scattered here and there, over the 
surface, just enough to prevent the use of the 
most improved machinery, and enough to en- 
danger such as is used, and which might be 
cleared at a comparatively trifling expense. 

Good, strong grass land that can be easily 
worked with improved tools, ought to be 
worth a hundred dollars per acre in every 
favored locality in New England. It cer- 
tainly ought to be made to pay the interest 
on that sum. Light, sandy land is not worth 
so much, as it requires a greater and more 
continuous outlay for manures, nor does sandy 
land usually cost as much in market as good 
loamy grass land. If we had land that would 
be worth a hundred dollars per acre after clear- 
ing it, we should not hesitate to spend nearly 
that sum in putting it in first-rate order to 
work, for until land is fitted for the use of 
improved machinery, it can not be appraised 
at a very high figure for purposes of cultiva- 
tion. A great many 1ocks can be sunk where 
they are, cheaper than they can be disposed of 
by any other means. A sunken rock leaves 
no hole to be filled, nor does it reduce the 
grade of the field and bring the surface down 
nearer another crop of underground rocks. 
Having sunk all that can be profitably dis- 
posed of in this way, dynamite or powder may 
be used for such as are too large to sink. 

A subsoil plough run a little deeper than 
an ordinary plough, will help very much in 
loosening up small stones that would throw 
out common ploughs. There is nothing that 
will pay better than the labor of a man to 
follow a plough with a light crowbar, and pry 
out what stones can be easily lifted after the 
plough has uncovered or loosened them. If 
land, after clearing, can not be made worth 
the cost of clearing it, then it will be better 
economy to devote it to some other uses than 
cultivation, until such time as land is in better 
demand. Very rocky land, if naturally good, 
may be worked over by swine, if they are kept 
in pens that can be moved from place to 
plate, as often as desired. Orcharding may 
sometimes be made very profitable on such 
land. But do not work round rocks half a 
life time, which ought to be taken out now. 





EXTRACTS AND REPLIES. 


—_ 
BARN ITCH. 
I have lately bought a farm upon which is a 
stock of fine cattle, all of which are afflicted, to# 
greater or less degree, with a cutaneous disease 
that my neighbors declare to be “barn itch.” How 
can I cure the animals, and bow can I prevent the 
disease from spreading. AMATEUR. 
Remarxks.—Barn itch or mange is a highly conta- 
gious disease, and, if one animal in a herd becomes 
affected with it, it will go through the 
and almost inevitably spread to ne 


whole herd, 






unless great care is taken. Like the itch in the 
human subject, it is caused by an animalcule, or 


acarus, which burrows in the skin, and the way to 
cure it is to kill these acart. Was! 
in those spots where the hair has come 
suds, and curry off the scurf 
Then apply an ointment made ing together 
equal parts of lard and flowers of sulp! 
bing it in thoroughly; this treatment may requiré 
to be repeated two or more times, at ! 
three or four days. 
ment, either the common unguentum of the apoth- 
ecaries, made of red precipitate and lard, 
is used, but they are somewhat dangerous, as well 
4s expensive. 


1 the } 


animé 





especially 


off, with strong soay 












Sometimes a mercurial oint- 
or ore 


We should also whitewash thorough- 

ly all wood work in that part of the barn where 

the cattle are kept. 
ARTIFICIAL 

In New ENGianpn’ Farmer of Jan. 14, is 
an article headed, “Glucose Syrups and Honey.” 
It seems to be a part of a lecture on sweets, deliv- 
ered before the Massachusetts Board of Agricul- 
ture at Bridgewater, by Dr. Nichols. 

What he says about adulteration of sugar and 
syrups, I do not question the truth of; neither do 
I doubt that bees have been fed with glu 
put into the comb by them; but when he says per- 
tect comb is made from beeswax, by machinery, 
and this comb filled with glucose and then sealed 
over like bees’ comb, I demand proof of the state- 
ment. 

That foundation comb is made from beeswax, 
by machinery, I know, and it is a valuable help tc 
the bees. It compels the bees to make their comb 
like the pattern—all worker coms; besides, it 
gives the whole swarm a chance to go immediately 
to work; while if they were left with an empty 
hive to commence work in, but a small part of the 
swarm could work, till considerable comb was 
built. 

I call upon Dr. Nichols to give some account of 
the manner of manufacturing perfect combs by 
machinery; also of the method of sealing over 
It looks to me as though it was an impossibility. 
Does the Doctor know that such combs are made 
and filled as he says? or is ita hearsay story? I 
wish to know, for if it is a fact, it is an outrageous 
me. E. L. H. 

North Clarendon, Vt., Feb. 2, 1882. 


temAaRKs.—We have seen the story floating 
around the papers for a year or two past, of par- 
affine combs filled with glacose, but we have never 
seen such combs, nor have we ever found any one 
else who has. Dr. Nichols’ statement was report- 
ed just as we understood it to be made, and we 
suppose that he would not give currency to such a 
statement unless he could verify it when called 
upon. 
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AGRICULTURAL ITEMS. 


—A Georgia mule has his right fore foot cloven 
like that of an ox. 





—Experiments are in progress in England for 
testing the adaptability of that country for the 
growth of American varieties of apples. 

—One of the latest theories advanced is that 
apples are more nutritious than potatoes, and in 
Cornwall, England, workmen say they can work 
better on the fruit than on the vegetable. 

—The licenses for dogs in Bristol county last 
year yielded $8866, of which sum $428 was dis- 
bursed for damage to cattle, sheep, fowls, &c., and 
the rest returned to Treasurers ot cities and towns. 

—And now comes a man who proposes to pre- 
vent forest fires, by regularly burning out the un 
derbrush, etc., every autumn, while it is still so 
small that its burning can be easily regulated, and 
will not endanger the grown trees. 

—C.S. Paine, East Bethel, Vt., with a herd of 
eight well selected cows of common stock, made 
during the twelve months, ending Dec. 1, 1881 
2000 pounds of Lutter, an average of 250 pounds 
per cow. The average for the State is thought to 
be not far from 123 pounds per cow. 

—If you begin pruning fruit and ornamental 
trees and shrubbery while young, and follow it up 
each year, you can form just such a top as you 
want. If your tree needs spreading out, cut the 
young shoots off just above a bud on the outside 
of a shoot; and if you want to train upward, leave 
& bud on the upper side of the limb where you cut 
it off. 

—The London Live Stock Journal gives two 
methods of starting a balky horse: “1. Tire your 
steed out by remaining perfectly quiet until he 
starts of his own accord. 2. When a horse refus- 
es to draw at all, put him ina cartin a shed and 
keep him there until he walks ont. In one in- 
stance the obstinate one was thirty-six hours in 
the shafts before he gave in.” 


—A correspondent of the Fruit Recorder plants 
his tomato seeds in January and February, and 
when the plants are five or six inches high cuts off 
the tops just above seed leaves, and sets them out 





&s cuttings in « properly prepared hot-bed where 





they take root and grow. In April they are trans- 
planted to cold frames and finally set out in the 
open ground. He claims that by this treatment 
the plants have better roots than when allowed to 
retain their original ones, and that they bear ear- 
lier and more productive. 

—The “Colorado bug,” or potato beetle is now 
60 nearly extinct in the State where it originated, 
that Mr. William Saunders, president of the En- 
tomological Society of Ontario, and Editor of the 
Canadian Entomologist, who travelled extensively 
in Colorado in the height of the bug season last 
summer, was unable, after diligent search in the 
potato fields to find even a trace of the ten-lined 
pest. 

—Farmers are often at a loss how to clean an 
old pork barrel, making it fresh and sweet. We 
have seen the following plan recommended: It is 
simply to fill the tainted cask or barrel with fresh 
earth; let it stand a couple of days, when this 
should be emptied and more earth putin. After 
two or three days empty this out, and to make as- 
surance doubly sure, invert the barrel and burn 
under it some bits of cloth saturated with solu- 
tions of sulphur or brimstone. 


—The English weights and measures in common 
use in market reports of agricultural produce are 
thus defined: A truss of straw, 36 pounds; a truss 
of old hay after September 1, 56 pounds; a truss 
vi new hay, 60 pounds. Thirty-six trusses consti- 
tute a load. One stone of butchers meat is 8 pounds. 
An ordinary stone is 14 pounds, a quarter is 28 
pounds, a hundredweight is four quarters or 112 
pounds, a bushel of flour 56 pounds, a sack of flour 
or five bushels is 280 pounds. In dry measure 
three bushels equal one sack; of grain four bush- 
els; twelve sacks equal one chaldron; eight bush- 
els or two sacks equal one quarter, and five quar” 
ters equal one load. 


—We have lately seen floating around in some 
of the papers, and even in some agricultural papers 
that ought to know better, some very funny rules 
for determining the weight of live cattle by meas- 
urement. Postmaster-General Howe applied one 
of these rules in the case of some of his own cat- 
tle, and reports the result to the paper from which 
he took it. He says: “this rule, as you journal- 
ists say, is important if true. It makes the weight 
of asteer of mine 67,400 pounds. As the great 
Syracuse ox only weighed 4000, and as my steer is 
only 2 years old, and not very large of his age, the 
butchers argue that he cannot weigh as much as 
67,400. Of course this is a mere theory of theirs, 
and, though somewhat plausible, it must yield to 
scientific truth. May I tell the butchers that you 
warrant yourrule ?” : 





Correspondence. 


For the New England Farmer. 


WASHINGTON LETTER.---No. I. 


Facts connected with the Lung Plaque from the 
Report of the Cattle Commissioner to Secretary 
Folger. 


The Commission appointed to examine into the 
cattle disease known Lung Plague or Pleuro- 
pneumonia, have just submitted their report to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

The Report has b 
gations both in this 


as 


fter careful investi- 





ountries, 


is exhaustive, and contains matter 








to our cattle and dairy interests. 

“Lung Plague” is adopted as the best name for 
the disease, as it is more specific in description, 
and, for many reasons, more nearly correct than 


“*pleuro-pneumonia.” 

The fact is conclusively established that the New 
England States and the co the Alle- 
ghenies are free from this plague. 


intry west of 


The report goes on to say that the altimate 
source of the contagion of lung plague is, and al- 
ways been, unknown, the disease having pre- 
from time immemorial. Particular atten- 
tion was not paid to the disease in Europe in early 
times, because of the existence at the same time of 
the Russian Cattle Plague, much 
more violent and dangerous epidemic, and of whict 
the lung plague was supposed to be the dregs or 
a mild form, the period of in n latency 
of the poison in the latter being, on an average, 
thirty days, while that of the Russian plague was 
two davs. 


has 





vailed 


which was a 


ubati 





or 


Aristotle, 350 years B.C., says: “The cattle whict 
live in herds are subject to a malady, dur 
the breathing becomes hot and fre juent, 





eat. They die sp 


the lungs are found destroyed 





op, and they refuse to 


Tacitus and Columella refer to an extended « 
break of “lung disease ! 
the First Chri 


“heavy mortality wit! 


attle,” in the mi 


stian Century. 








diseases described 






plague, are the facts t nly ar 
as its Victims, and that epizootic attende 


the great Wars for th 
man Republi 
plague is confined to 


propagation in 





and Empire. 





cattie, ar 
©?” its 
fected 
from piace 





past ages Lave been 
attle in Commissariat parks which moved 
to place with the advancing or retreat- 


ing armies. 







The disease appeared Hesse in 1695, and is 
thus described by Valentine: ‘‘The preceding win- 
ter being wet, but in the end very fr , was f 


early spring by an un 2cat which 


ed throughout the 
iden change brought about an unequal, an 
unnatural motion of the humors and breath, re 


sulting in death to man and beast. 


whole summer, whil 





From the ot 





he bodies, it ap- 
peared that they died of pulmonary phthisis, to 
which, doubtless, the severe cold and the succeed- 
ing beat contributed.” At this time Eu- 
rope was actively engaged in general warfare, and 
the epidemic, 
if to peculiarities of 
history of the disease in all places 
immediately followed or attended 


servati 





ns of those who opened 


intense 


this was the probable cause of 
though Valentine attributes 
} 


seasons. he 


shows that it 
wars, and there is only one instance of its having 
prevailed continuously, and that was in Central 
Europe where 





herds were continually ir - 
gling, so that fresh subjects were always presented 
for infection, and the contagion had every oppor- 


tunity for its perpetuation. 





At the present day, increasing activity of the 
cattle has taken place of wars in the general 


f the 


trade 


plague, the cause in 





primary 
Europe now t 
1 the great commercial and manu 
, where they ar 


eing the gathering of large numbers 


factur- 





fattened on the refuse 
of distilleries, sugar factories, etc. 

The British Isles were infested, thre 
dium of 
The British Consul at The Hague at different times 
sent Dutch cattle to a friend near Cork, Ireland, 
with the the native breed. 
With one of these importations the lung plague 
was introduced, and meeting with conditions fav- 
orable to its diffusion, it spread in a few years 
over the entire island, and afterwards 
England. 


ugh the me- 


commerce, from imported Dutch cattle 


view of improving 


supplied 





of Europe has escaped infection by 
this disease. 

The introdnction of 
plague in Massachasetts in 1559, and its exterm 
tion in 1865 is givenin full. The disease here 
irectly from an of Dutch 
cattle to one man; and its extermination shown as 
the result of active measures by the State Legisla- 
ture in appointing Commissioners with power to 
slaughter and pay for all cattle in herds where the 
disease was known or suspected to exist, the cost 
of this work being $77,511.07. 

It is generally believed that a Mr. Richardson of 
New Jersey first introduced lung plague from 
England, in a shipment of Short Horns, and dis- 
covering the true nature of the disease, stamped it 
out by the slacghter of his whole herd, valued at 
$10,000. A sequel to this is that some of the 
neighbors had their stock infected by using the 
hay taken from a barn where the diseased cattle 
had been. There are, however, no recorded facts 
by which this story can be corroborated. 

The importation which first fixed the lung plague 
in the port of New York, was that of a single 
cow brought by Peter Dunn, milkman in Brook- 
lyn, from the captain of the English ship, “Wash- 
ington,” in 1848, and placed in his own herd ina 
stable near South Ferry. This cow, at first famed 
for the abundance of her milk, soon sickened and 
died, and conveyed the infection to the other occn- 
pants of the building. From these it spread to 
other stables in the vicinity, and soon the whole 
of Brooklyn was involved. Among other places 
infested in this way were large distillery stables in 
Skillman St: and there the disease was seen and 
identified by the Massachusetts Commission in 
1863, having continued interruptedly from the 
primary infection. From New York the disease 
spread south to Virginia. 

There can be no doubt that the disease of to-day 
here is the direct descendant of the case imported 
in 1848, as a record of it can be traced back with- 
out interruption. 

It is positively asserted by the Commission that 


history of the 





ing traced d importation 





the lung plague is propagated solely by infection, 


and cannot be generated by inclement weath- 
er, impure air, privations of travel, or by feeding 
the refuse of glucose and starch factories. Inocu- 
lation is only a partial remedy, and inoculated 
animals frequently infect others, and hence should 
be kept apart from healthy stock. Killing off in- 
fected animals is the only means of permanently 
eradicating the disease, and all cattle shipped 
from foreign countries should be subjected to an 
unvarying quarantine of ninety days. The conta- 
gion is robbed of its virulence by free exposure to 
air. Even infected buildings will usually be puri- 
fied by being left with open doors and windows 
for three or four months. 

The Commission state the disease is not on a de- 
cline in the East, the report of the governor of 
New York to the contrary, notwithstanding, and 
cattle shipped through New York, Philadelphia, 
and Baltimore, should not be furnished with cer- 
tificates of health, except after the most careful 
scrutiny of the animals. 

The disease is fully described, and the various 
alleged remedies referred to, and numerous sug- 
gestions are offered for the handling of the ques- 
tion, “How shall we exterminate the Lung 


Plague ?” ¥. B. 





TWO EXCELLENT INSTITUTIONS. 





The Connecticut Experiment Station and 
the State Board of Agriculture. 





The Experiment Station and Board of Agricul- 
ture of Connecticut are institutions that should be 
the pride and support of the farmers of the State; 
but that they are not £0 is to be feared, judging 
from remarks frequently made, and newspaper 
articles that occasionally are read. In one sense, 
the Board of Agriculture is a sort of benevolent 
institution. Under the act by which the Board 
was first established, the members of the same 
received pay for a certain number of days, but 
from jealousy, a strong feeling was created, and 
resplted in the abolishment, for one year, of the 
board. Upon its re-establishment provision was 
made that no salaries be paid except to the Secre- 
tary. The members of the board simply have 
their expenses paid while in the service of the 
board, and yet writers refer to the board and its 
big salaries. 

In every enterprise there are those who are ever 
and in case of 
failure, take special delight in saying ‘there, I 
told you so.” For some reason, notwithstanding 
the excellent work done, and the great good ac- 
complished by the board of Agriculture, there is 
an to the board. It is only one of the 
cases in which history repeats itself. Anything 
that has the appearance of an innovation upon old 


ready to offer discouraging words, 


opposition 


established customs, usages, or principles, mects 
3ut in one thing 
nt, that the opposition comes 


with more or less opposition. 
there is encourageme 
from the more ignorant class, who are unable to 
d eit! indirect advan- 
tages that may So far as the Board of Ag- 
riculture is concerned, it has generally been com- 

¢ 


posed of men who have had the best interests of 





omprehen r the direct 


or 








result. 


the farmers at heart, and have endeavored to shape 
ya 





legislation, when 









necessary, for the protection of 

farmers and farming interest. It was at business 

meetings of the Board of Agriculture, and while 

the question of frauds in cor ial fertilizers 

was g cons ] lea Ofa@ State ex 
, 


eriment station was conceived, and the matter 


fluence which it 


much 


recipr 


to assert 


cated 





this experience myself. I have approached such a 
tree some fine April day with fell intent, and yet 
found it impossible to cut off a whole branch or 
top of a tree, loaded with those fat, yellow buds so 
attractive to a gardener’s eye. Last spring, it oc- 
curred to me to see whether there might not be a 
way to accomplish the feat that the traditional boy 
always failed in, i. e., to keep my pie and eat it too. 
This is the way I tried. I took my fine toothed 
saw and cut into the side of a three inch tree, at 
right angles to the grain, to the depth of three- 
quarters of an inch. Then with a broad chisel and 
mallet began about four inches above, and cutting 
downwards and inwards, took out the wood clean 
to the depth of my first cut. 1 had now a horizon- 
tal surface upon which to cperate. On this I placed 
the grafting knife and drove itdown, making a cleft 
as in the end of an ordinary stump. I set two 
strong scions (Clapp’s Favorite). These scions 
both took immediately, and I had my whole crop 
of pears, (Doyenne d’ete) on the tree as usual. 
Now I can either cut away the top this spring and 
seal the stump, now partly healed, with wax, or I 
can allow the tree to go on bearing until the grafts 
shall be large enough to make fruit at my pleasure. 
This may not be a new operation, but I never 
chanced to see it performed or described. 
AUGUSTINE SHURTLEFPF. 
Brookl.ne, Feb. 6, 1882. 





For the New England Farmer. 


ABOUT ENSILAGE. 





The first thing, and about the only thing of im- 
portance in this communication is, that ensilage as 
it should be, can be, and will be, made successful, 
can be seen in properly constructed silos at Sax- 
onville, Mass., upon the well known farm of Mr. 
Simpson. For more than three years I bave made 
a study of the subject and have visited many silos 
that were claimed to be a success, but those of Mr. 
Simpson this year are a success, and are the only 
ones I have seen that are what I call successful, 
although I have seen several that were nearly 80. 
Last year these very same silos were far from suc- 
cessful, and when I visited them I suggested the 
reason and the remedy. 
ed upon, 


The suggestions were act- 
and this month when I visited them again 
I was informed that this year ensilage with them 
was a perfect success, aud was made so by the com- 
ments I made upon their last year’s management. 
There has been a great deal published about silos 
and ensilage in this country of late; mostof which 
It has led and 
will lead to disappointment. One great trouble 
seems to be that there is as yet no fixed “standard 
of excellence.” People, who claim that they have 
been successful, have never seen any ensilage that 
was successfully produced, and have no standards 


is wrong and calculated to mislead. 


of perfect ensilage with which tocompara their own 
productions. There are certain things or princi- 
ples that must be observed in the preserving of 
green fodder by ensilaging. These conditions are 
carefully stated by Mons. Goffart, translated from 
the French by J. B. Brown and published by the 
New York Plow Company, 55 Beekman Street, 
N. ¥. The therein stated must be ob- 
served, but the details as to management and con- 
changed 


principles 


venience may be to suit circumstances. 








To be successful, the silos must be air and water 
tight, and must be able to stand great | 
Corn (maize) is the best and most econor 
ensilage. cut fine, it must pu 
we n ra , it must be trodden d 
firmly and | lor we ed heavily; th 
t being not c preve the air from “ 
> the s but toy 8 the air alrca Ig 





», to prevent fer- 


6 these conditions 





pson's & 


t 


mentation. 
would probably 
them more heavily 


have been ¢ 





uave been better to have 





d possibly he may find a leak in the 


weighted and ; 
f them. At any 


bottom of one of rate it will pay 


will only produce under the most favorable 
circumstances, and then not very heavily. 
The bushes, vines, and trees will cost as much, 
or more, as those that will produce large crops, 
and will at best produce but very lightly. As 
a rule they will only bear in the most favorable 
seasons, when the price of fruit is extremely 
low, and no one will pay a high price for even 
a most excellent article. They will occupy as 
much ground and require as much or more 
care than bushes, vines, and trees that are 
quite certain to produce large crops every 
sirly favorable season. They will generally 
produce only disappointment and vexation of 
spirit, instead of berries, grapes, plums, pears, 
and apples. If they are relied upon to bring 
in money, the expectations will not be real- 
ized. Epicures and fruit-fanciers may raise 
or cultivate shy-bearing varieties of choice 
fruits to gratify their appetites or their fancy, 
but no person who raises fruit for the general 
market will find any profit in them. The 
Ben Davis apple, the Concord grape, the red 
Dutch currant, the early Richmond cherry, 
and the Wilson Albany strawberry are good 
examples of the kinds of fruit that are profit- 
able to raise for market, or, for that matter, 
for home consumption.—Chicago Times. 





SHEEP. 





The crying need of American Agriculture 
today is a more general incorporation of the 
sheep into the farming economy. More pro- 
lific than horses or cattle, as well as more 
tractable, subsisting on scantier herbage and 
requiring less supervision, it claims the addi- 
tional advantage of ‘‘paying for its raising” in 
annual instalments of marketable fleece, pend- 
ing its growth to maturity. It is more readily 
transferred from one inclosure to another, and 
is easily restrained by fences which would 
prove no barrier against the encroachment of 
other farm stock. Its light tread and love of 
repose warrant its access to fields and pastures 
where tramping of cattle and tearing of hogs 
would not be tolerated. It wastes lees food, 
in proportion to the quantity cons iumed, and 
will hunt and utilize much that would other- 
wise be lost to the farmer. 

Yielding a return in both fleece and flesb, it 
furnishes its owner with the double advantage 
of catching a good market for his product, re- 
quiring less water and disposed to work for its 
food. It is without a peer when summer's 
drought taxes the farmer’s resources for ena- 
bling his live stock to maintain an average of 
thritt and flesh. All that can be said in be- 
half of feeding live stock on the farm, as dis- 
tinguished from the soil impoverishing po 
of placing the raw grain and grass upon the 
market, will be found to apply with double 
emphasis to the farm that carries as a part of 
its outfit one or more sheep per acre. No 
other animal returns more fertility to soil 
proportion to the amount exacted for its sup- 
port, while none equals it in the evenr 
with which the droppings are uted 
Notwithstanding the evident advantages an 
increase in sheep culture brings the agricul- 
ture of a country generally, and especially in- 
uring to the benefit of such farmers as incor 
porate it into their system, the fact is appa 
rent that are 
ad str + } 


rt 
' 
vuLed 











listrit 


imerous or 
as they should be.— Pree 


sheep not so r 





WATER FOR LIVE STOCK. 








As the soluble nutritive materials are tak 
up from the intestinal canal by the vessels that 
perform this function, a fresh draft mad 


upon the blood by the digestive organs, { 
the elaboration of their peculiar secretior 
7 5 } 


ids is taking 
al and the 


erchange of f 
place between the intestin 


blood, during the process of digestior 








car 














one interested in silos to visit Mr. S 
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ul al 
really unnoti d eff 
been so gentle and unappreciable, it has in 
nstances been denied entirely. The trou 


i too large results; th 






was to work a wonder- 





gold with 


ttle or 
iittie Mi 


at can never t 





> attained 





is of agriculture, experi- 


litural 


boar 


colleges, or schools, 






But here, the 


me under the 














re € in 
struction § lim- 
ted. It is the same as with the ordinary fa - 
lub; the great proportion of the f not 
attend. This being the case, such persons should 
be cautious about complaining of a want of benefit. 
I benefit is more gen- 


of the experiment station 


has been to check the 
f 





nd sale of 
farmer his 
investigations bas been discovered that some 


xpensive 





ertlizers 
} 


which the has been defrauded. By means 


elements of nutrition are 
the quantities used by the manufac- 
f cost is effected. 


& Saving Very 


here is a better and more approvin 
than 
ultural advancement 


rt to 


experiment station of the 





e friends of agr 





will watch with interest, the ef secure an 








appropriation for a more permanent establishment 
of the station, w it is to be hoped, will be 
heerfully granted; and not only that, but also 


ias may be required in behalf of agricul 
directions. While this is desirable 
it is also desirable in every 

prose may be 
adequately supported. Wuttiam H. Yeomans 


1&8? 


ture 
ture 


in other 
icut, 


aeCe other 
that the basis of 


in Ce 





State, true erity 


Columbia, Conn 





For the New England Farmer. 


DOWN EAST FARMING. 


unt of n 





Enclosed is a } ming in Kir 
Me. K situated on the Europe 
American Railroad, 66 mi 

Matawamkeag 


v tar 


ian, 





n and 
les from Bangor, 
river—a new town, twelve 
or thirteen by the Shaw Bro’s. & 
Co. of Boston, who have a very large tannery here 

I bought my farm of them, which consists of fifty 


ngmar is 


years old, mad 





acres of wild land. four years ago. My crop this 
year was as follows :— 

i . os 6 we 6 a sees + + «© « « 30 tons 
Straw, « - oss oe — eee re oe 
Oates and wheat (about 3-5 oats, when sowed) 625 bush. 
Peas, oate and wheat,..... tance nan = 
Buckwheat and oats, eecteaes s«%* 45 
Beans, ...-> wrrererrertet a 30 
De ceca eae ec stovweecke @ 
DOG, cc eee cee see ee 20 0C~«S 
Turmips, ....+-. owe eee eas » ome 
Carrots,..-. on 6 2a ao 2e ] 
Onions, ° es Ses 2 bbls 


planted $91 worth of seed, at the 


at market price 


the labor done 


I sowed and 
and harvested 
The cost of ail 





price when planted 
here, 
the whole season, includir 


five acres, and all the seed s« 


on farm during the 





clearing twenty ed 
and planted, and twenty-five acres seeded to grass, 
was $756.79. 

The land is ver: 


stony, but 





z, hard wood land; 
early, and good grass 
I came here to make last blocks, which busi- 
ness I have followed for fifteen years. I make 
from 150,000 to 200,000 every winter, so that makes 
a ready market for everything I raise on my farm, 
the most of it, and the balance I can finda 
ready sale for here or in Massachusetts. I have 
sent potatoes to Worcester, Mass., to parties that 
I dea! in blocks with. I began on a smal! scale, 
four vears ago, and this year sent 125 bushels ; they 
seem to like the bu 
Kingman. 

I don’t know as you will consider this worthy of 
note, but as I have been a reader of your paper for 
three years, I thought I would send it to you. I 
got the idea of keeping account of things, and think 
ita very good one, and what every farmer ought 
to I think farming will pay, and pay well, if 
done right, and enough of it to pay. We have had 
a very hard year here the past season; had so 
much rain that the grain grew too stout, and lodg- 
ed very bad. G. M. F. 

Kingman, Me., Dec. 11. 


good, 
not very 


land. 


very 


or 


do. 





For tae New England Farmer. 


AN EXPERIMENT IN GRAFTING. 





Doubtless some of your readers have been situ- 
ated like this: They have had a tree which bears 
very fair fruit, but they would prefer that it should 
bear the best. When the time comes for grafting, 
the tree promises an abundant crop for the year, 
and they can not reconcile themseives to the loss 
of so much good fruit, and so allow matters to go 





along as before. Now I bave often gone through 


and be able to know how to produce ensilage, how 
to feed it, how to make and manage the s 


the article 


and 


Los 


how to identify they wish to produ 


Sami. M. Cotcor: 


Mass., Jan. 31, 1882 


Dover 





For the New England Farmer 


NOTES FROM NEW HAMPSHIRE. 








Cons some 
par f ge of 

1 pg a 8 
high; H ire of 
wood and st n 
which is 38x1 Farr 
is enlarging his boarding house to double its form 


Hall and A. J. Gerald are each 


very fine private dwellinghouse. Witb- 


er size and Exekiel 
hnild 


lliding a 
1 a year considerable has been done in the way 
building in the villages of Haverhill and Leban 
Grafton county has some nice farms and farr 
On this river 
Lyman Robie has a farm of 


ighty is 


along the Connecticut river. 
t, Mr 


of whiche 





mor acres, 
intervale, that he bought a few 
years ago, paying eight th He has 


since purchased ten acres more of meadow or in 


isand dollars. 


tervale, that cost eight hundred dollars, and since 









has bought tw ther back lots costing seventeer 
hundred dollars. Mr. Robie has built a new set of 
buildings on the farm, at an expense of $4500. He 
has two cattle and sheep barns, 40x100 and 36x40, 
and a stable for horses, 26x34. The buildings are 
All the barns as well as the 

nning water. This farm produces 





vearly 


about one hundred tons of hay, and is 
stocked at present with twenty-five head of cattle, 
four borse kind and two hundred and forty sheep, 
f which twenty are Cotswolds and the balance 
Merinos. 


was raised 


On this farm last year 72 bushels wheat 
from six bushels sowing, on three acres 
land, and 500 bushels oats on eleven acres, and 4 


bushels corn on five acres. 





Mr. Robie has one and 
a half tons of wool on hand, a good part of which 
is the clip of his flock the past season. Mr. Robie 
tells me that, although he began farming operations 
for himself with a capital of $2500, given him 
his father, and that his age is only forty-three, he 
lollar. This goes to st 
an be done at farming where one is 
and in earnest. 


Mr 





by 





loes not owe a 0w what 


interested 


Platt of 
n which 710 pounds butter have been made the 
past year. Besides having milk and butteren 

iis family, be has sold $180 worth of butter. 


Danbury, N. H., Jan. 16, 1882. 4. W. Ww. 


James Piermont, has two cows 








, 





Selections. 


PRODUCTIVENESS THE BEST 
QUALITY. 





A farmer in Wisconsin who for many years 
bas given great attention to raising potatoes, 
making them his leading crop, being asked 
which varieties he preferred to plant, replied : 
‘*The kinds that will produce the largest num- 
ber of bushels tothe acre.” He declared that 
all other qualities sank into insignificance 
when compared with productiveness. He 
tested new varieties, not to ascertain their 
value for the table, but to ascertain how wel! 
they would produce. He generally raised a 
few for bis own table and for presents to 
friends, that possessed very fine eating quali- 
ties, although they were shy bearers, but in 
selecting seed for raising potatoes for the gen- 
eral market he took none but very productive 
varieties. He stated that no farmer could af- 
ford to raise for markets avy variety of pota- 
toes that was not productive. People would 
not pay for fine quality in potatoes what it 
cost to prodace it. A fair quality is all the 
market calls for, and is willing to pay for. 

The next most valuable characteristic to 
productiveness, ina potato intended for the 
general market, was a fine appearance. He 
said that the outward looks of potatoes had 
much to do with securing a quick sale and a 
good price. Uniform size, light color, smooth- 
ness, and entire freedom from blemish, con- 
stituted good looks in potatoes. Varieties 
that matured nearly all their tubers at the 
same time, were more valuable than others, 
for the reason that great uniformity of size 
was secured, and all the trouble of sorting was 
saved. Many ons failed to make potato- 
raising profitable for the reason that they 
paid little or no attention to the rules he bad, 
after long experience, found necessary to in- 
sure success. One of his rules was: Test 
every new variety of potato for productive- 
ness, and, if found deficient, discard it at 
once. " 

This farmer's rules in relation to the choice 
of varieties of potatoes to raise for the gen- 
eral market, are in the main good for all far- 
mers to follow in selecting varieties of other 
field, orchard, and garden crops. No kind of 
corn or small grain pays, that is not produc- 
tive if given a fair chance to w. Few 
kinds of fruit pay to raise for market except 
those that produce largely and with a | 
degree of certainty. Jn selecting varieties of 
fruit of whatever kind, it is the part of wis- 


The rapidity with which this interchange ot 
fluids takes place, is perbaps best indicated 
by the amount of chyle and lymph 








passing 














through the thoracic duct, which, in ru 
nants, as shown by M. Colin, is from eight 
to nearly two hundred pounds twe f 
hours. In a cow, weighing 1000 pounds 
prin pal secretions anc excret: “ 1 ts 
timated as follows :— 
] 
lt 
J c re t s 7 
n fr € ing 
‘ I 
From this it would appear that near é 
third of the weight of the body is separ 
from the blood, in the form of secretions r 
juired in preparing the food for the processes 
of nutritition, and in excretions of wa 
terials that are of no turther use in the 





From this enumeration of some of the ! 
activities of the animal economy, it must be 





seen that the amount of work performe 
the internal organs of the body is not 
siderable, even wher the animal is appar 


at rest, and that a supply of 
tain the equilibrium of t 
them in proper proportion to the 
sues, 18 Of great importance.—/ 
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“THE COMING FENCE.” 





Farm fencing has been discussed year alter 
year with increased interest 

was used to ds an 
keep out of fields and crops the roving cattle 
which formerly filled the bighways and 
immense damage to the honest, } 
farmer. The original ‘‘wcerm t 
in existence, and is the ‘‘stump fer 
the wilder parts of the State where fences 


ever since fencing 





divide fiel 











80 








are used at all. Then came the ‘‘post-and- 
rail,” which, in the most improved s¢ ns 
continues to be the most popular and we 

say the most efficient fence; but lumber is 
getting scarce, and some other eria! tha 
wood must be substituted The ‘‘thedve 
fence” in the Western States has, within the 
last ten years, been most extensively intr 
duced, and many believe that is the fe 
Next came the iron fence, the common wire 
fence, followed by the ‘‘barbed wire fence 
which just now seems to claim the most popu 
larity Sut there is still another just tried 


the West, which is coming in for a full st 
of popular favor. This is 
fence without barbs, woven t 
toa fishing seine, with a large 
bottom wire. This fence, it is sa l 
pletely withstand all kinds of cattle, wit! 
possibility of injury, whil is *‘no more ex 
pensive than ordinary board fence.” 
the real truth of this statement we 
but we should fear that from the lightness 
the wire, unless well galvanized, it would 
cumb the effects of weather. O 
thing, however, seems to be well establishe 
that iron, in some form, must eventually | 
the ‘‘coming fence” stay. Wood has be 
come too expensive, but we cannot bring 
mind believe that the live fence, however 
it may be esteemed by some, will ¢ 
fixture in this country.— 
graph. 
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Goats as Sueer Protectors.—In some 
parts of the West, goats are placed in sheep 
pens to drive away wolves, a service for which 


their superior butting powers peculiarly fit 
them. ‘The experiment has been tried in 
Hunterdon and Somerset counties, N.J., wit! 
complete success, as a protection for sheep 
against dogs. Two goats, it is said, car 
away a dozen dogs, and two are about «! 
it is necessary to keep with a moderate © 
flock. As soon as a dog enters the field at 
night the goats go at him, and send him roll 
ing over and over in short order. A few 
doses of this heroic treatment prove 
enough for his dogship, and he is glad to ! 
howling away as best he can. Formerly, 
farmers say, when a dog entered a sheep fic 
at night, the timid creatures would run wild); 
about and cry piteously. Since the goats 
have been used to guard them, they form in 
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line behind their sturdy defenders, and seem 
to enjoy the fun. 

Sattrxc Surep ry Winter.—Salt, says 
that excellent authority, Henry S. Randa 


is not perhaps quite as necessary to the health 
of sheep in winter as in summer, but stil! all 
good shepherds regard it as indispensable. 
It should be fed as often as once a week, in 
the feeding-troughs or by brining & quantity 
of hay or etraw. The Vermont breeders al- 
most universally keep it standing constantly 
before their sheep in boxes placed in the sheep- 
bouses. Mr. Randall mentions an excellent 
and economical mode of feeding salt practised 
by a friend of bis in Steuben County. The 
orts when taken from the sheep-racks were 
thrown into a box-rack wider and considera- 
bly higher than the common ones, and placed 
under asbed. The orts were sprinkled with 
brine, and the sheep when hungry for salt 
went to the ort-rack and consumed them. 














dom to “fight shy” of shy bearers. They 


Thus all the baywas saved.—Zcaminer 
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| eer An old German named Peter Hoffman 
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From the Century. 


LOVERS IN THE TROPICS. 
West Indian Idyl. 





BY E. C. STEDMAN. 





PHILIP. 


Love, the winds long to lure you to their home, 
ro tempt you on beneath the northern arch! 
There, in the swift, bright summer, you and I 
May loiter where the elms’ deep shadows lie; 
There, by our household fire, bid Yule-tide come, 
And winter's cold, and every gust of March. 


CLEMENTINE. 


Stay, O stay with me here, and chasten 
Your heart still longing to wander more! 
Ever the restless winds are winging, 
But the white-plumed egrets, skyward springing, 
Over our blue sea hover, and hasten 
Yo light anew on their own dear shore. 


PHuILiP. 


“he lips grow tired of honey, the cloyed car 
, of ~ od and of light the eyelids tire. 

I weary of the sky’s eternal balm, 

rhe ceaseless droop and rustle of the palm ; 
Only your whisper, love, constrains me here 


From that brave clime I would you might desire. 
CLEMENTINE. 


Cold, ah! cold ts the sky, and leaden, 

There where earth rounds off to the pole! 
Still by kisses the moments number— 
Here are sweetness, and rest, and slumber, 
All to lighten and naught to deaden 

The heart's low murmur, the captured soul. 


PHILIP. 


Dear, I would have you yearn, amid these sweets, 

For the clear breeze that blows from waters gray— 
For some fresh, Northern hill-top, overgrown 
With bush and bloom and brake to you unknown; 
There, while the hidden thrush his song repeats, 

The rose shall tinge your cheek the livelong day, 


CLEMENTINE. 


Stay in the clime where living is loving 

And the lips make music unaware ; 
Where copses thrill with the wood-dove's cooing, 
And astra! moths on the flight are wooing; 
While the colibris, that poise unmoving, 

Like winged loves, mate in the trembling air. 


PuIiLiP. 


Nay, love itself will languish in the days 

When summer never doffs his burning helm. 
No lasting links to bind the soul are wrought 
Where passion takes no deeper cast from thought; 
Ah! lend your ear a moment to the lays 

Our poets sing you of a trustier realm! 


CLEMENTINE. 


Under the cocoa-fronds that flutter, 
Here, where the lush white trumpet-flower 

And the curled lianas roof us over, 

So that no evil thing discover 

rhe sighs we mingle, the words we utter— 
Here, oh here, let us make our bower! 

PHILIP, 

Love is not perfect, sweet, that like a dream 
Flows on without a forecast or a pain; 

Some burden must betide to make it strong, 

Some toil to make its briefest bliss seem long— 

Ay, longer than the crossing of a stream 
Mist-haunted, lit by moons that surely wane. 

CLEMENTINE. 


Here, for a round of moons unbroken, 


A spell that binds shall your loss requite; 
The tleet, sweet moments sholl pass unreckoned 
And all to our constant love be second, 
And the fragrant lily shall be our token, 


That folds itself on the waves at night. 
PHILIP. 


Yonder or here, and whether summer’s star 
Burn overhead, or rains of autumn fall 
LEMENTINE. 
Or snows of winter in the frozen North? 
PHILIP. 
Love, never doubt it 
CLEMENTINE. 


Take me with you forth 
And oh, forget not in that land afar, 
l am your summer—you my life, my all! 





Che Story Celler. 
AN EPISODE AT DRY-UP. 


When the stage coach from Stockton, bound 
for Mokulomne Hill, turned off at the small 
wining camp ot Dry-up, Arkansas Hank, the 
driver, sang out in a lusty tone: 

‘‘Now, where’s that young un for Finni- 
yan’s? Look alive, and out with you, my 
lad, for I’m going to do this down grade a 
callyhootin’ !” 

The youth, whose hasty descent from the 
stage top he had assisted rather unceremoni- 
ously, in his hurry to be off down the hill, and 
out of the camp on the main road to Moku- 
lomne again, was a lad of sixteen, or there- 
abouts, though remarkably well grown and 
developed for his age. 

He was too dusty to be judged by his a 
pearance at first sight; his clothes were plain 
working ones, and his manner was as con- 
fused and wandering as if he had dropped 
from the clouds. 

The building before which he had alighted 
was the most pretentious in the town. It had 
a porch over its doorway, and within was a 
large cotton-lined room that served the inhab- 
itants of Dry-up as a grocery, liquor saloon, 
post office, coach and express station, and an 
assembly hall in which was transacted all pub- 
lic business of whatsoever nature. 

Before the door stood its owner, Tip Finni- 
gan, a small, red-faced man witha cunning 
eye anda consequential smile, and behind 
him was his wife, drawn from her kitchen by 
the clatter of the coach, and evidently disap- 
pointed at its spare deposit. 

“Tip, dear,” she said, as she dried her 
arms on her apron, ‘‘Why but ye ax yon lad 
who he’s after wanting? He looks as if he 
was dead bate wid the jolting he’s had, and 
sorra a wonder. Arkansas Hank never 
misses a stone in the road. Sure, I thought 
I'd be churned to death the day he druv me 
up here.” 

She had approached the door as she spoke, 
and her kind, motherly voice was meant to 
reach the stranger’s ear. It went further, it 
touched his young heart, and he drew near; 
and his air, though full of timidity, had noth- 
ing of cowardice, as he said: 

‘‘T came all the way from New York. I 
stopped here hoping to find work. Do you 
think there is anything I can get to do ?” 

He turned to Tip, and the tone of the in- 
quiry was so very earnest as to be almost 
tremulous. 

Mr. Finnigan made a somewhat lofty and 
comprehensive gesture toward the yellow river 
and its broken and serrated banks. 

‘‘There it is, before ye,” said he; ‘‘up wid 
yer pick and down wid yer longtom. Thim 
that digs goold wins it in Californy, and 
there’s plinty to work for, but not the size ov 
a midge to be had for axing.” 

‘‘Sure the young man was only axing the 
way he must begin, Tip, dear,” urged Mrs. 
Finnigan. ‘‘If he could jist wash the dust 
out ov his eyes a bit and sate himself till he 
tinds aise after the jolting he wint through in 
Hank's stage, it would be a blissin’, so it 
would.” 

‘Then show him the well, and lend him the 
jack towel,” observed her husband with digni- 
t 





Kindly Mrs. Finnigan, who owed a good 
deal of her influence over her husband to the 
show she made of deferring to him, hastened 
to obey his command, and, as she generally 
did, to improve on it. When the new comer 
appeared again in his presence, 80 great was 
the improvement wrought by washing, brush- 
ing and hair combing, that, impassive as he 
tried to be, Mr. Finnigan was moved to com- 
pliment the change. 

‘‘Now, ye look like a Christian, young 
man,” eaid he, smilingly, ‘‘and a purty nate 
one, too, if good looks were of any ‘count out 
here, which taey’re not. Sure, Hank’s the 
boy to raise the dust; his passengers might 
all be nagurs when they reach Dry-up; if a 
miner expicts a friend in the coach, he takes 
a brush with him so as to swape the dust off 
before he recognizes him.” 

Then, pausing suddenly in his discourse, 
Mr. Finnigan ran a critical eye over the 
young figure before him. 

‘You're not used to the working clothes 
you wear, my young lad,” said he. ‘*What 
did you come out here for, and have ye any 
friends in this camp ?” 

The sharpness and severity with which he 
uttered these questions, invested the grocer 
of Dry-up with an air of authority which the 
stranger did not attempt to question. He 
glanced at his hands reproachfully, as if ac- 
cusing their smoothness of betraying him, but 
said in a frank and manly way : 

**I will tell you the truth, Mr. Finnigan.” 
He had read the name on a strip of canvas 
over the door. Its owner nodded encourage- 
ment, and the boy continued : a 

“I live in New York—I mean [ did live 
there before I went on the steamer Northern 
Light, four weeks ago to-day. Just three 
days before I started, I found out what an ex- 
pense I was to the family. My dear, good 
mother is a widow; I am her only boy; but I 
have three older sisters, who were making all 
sorts of sacrifices and working themselves ill 
to keep me at a high-priced academy, dressed 
and provided for as if I were a rich man’s son. 
My father’s cousin, Mr. Mark Franklyn, is a 
prosperous merchant, and he has charge of 
my mother’s small funds. Lately he has 
treated me quite coldly, though his dauzhter, 
my cousin Nellie, is always kind and good to 
me. That Saturday—I mean the one before 
the day I sailed—I ventured to ask him what 
I had done to forfeit his good opinion. J 
shall never forget the shock and surprise of 
his answer. He just spoke right out and told 
me I had been living for three years on the 
daily sacrifices of my mother and sisters ; that 
I was an exacting, selfish fellow, and—and—” 

Here the narrator suddenly choked up ina 
way that seemed so out of character with the 
Spartan courage he intended to display, that 
his pride and sensitiveness had quite a a con- 
flict of it. Those two elements of his tem- 
perament fought it out in a series of strangled 
sobs and coughs, while their victim walke up 
and down the store, striving to gain the mas- 
tery over both. He soon succeeded, and, 
without entering again on the subject that had 
—- him, jumped at once to a practical 
point. 

‘As soon asI saw my duty I started in 
Mr, Finnigan,” said be, and, although he ad- 


dressed the grocer, he kept his fine, frank 
eyes on the grocer'’s wife, having discovered 
from a large cup of fresh milk she had given 
him, that she was a valuable member of the 
firm; ‘‘but no fellow knows till he has tried it 
how hard it is for a boy like me to get em- 
ployment. I was too big to begin anything, 
they said, and I wasn’t old enough to be trust- 
ed with anything that was begun. I was al- 
most ready to give in, when I met a lad with 
the chills who had had a berth as cabin boy 
on the Ocean Queen, but was too sick to go. 
Didn't I jump into his place, though? But 
there was Panama and the steamer on the Pa- 
cific side to manage, and I had to chance 
them. I was in luck. A San Francisco gen- 
tleman was sick. I waited on him, and he 
paid my way on the North Star. I bad just 
money enough to bring me here on the stage, 
and not a penny more, and sol had to get 
off.” 
Mr. Finnigan laid down the pipe he had 
been smoking, and, going to the door, mo- 
tioned his young companion to follow bim. 

Pointing up the low gulch that formed the 
main road or opening to the town, he indicat- 
ed with hie stubby fore finger a short pole 
stuck in the earth on the river bank, on top of 
which was an old tin pan. 

«Dutch Jake and Squatty Boggs tuck their 
lave ov that claim yonder this very morning,” 
said he. ‘*They’ve gone prospectin’, and any 
one that strikes his pick in can claim that dig- 
gin’. You've come a good stretch to finda 
job, and the sooner you begin the better. I'll 
lend ye the tools till ye can buy wans ov yer 
own.” 

Thereupon the enterprising Mr. Finnigan, 
who had taken from Dutch Jake an old cra- 
dle, spade and pick, because he could not get 
a three-dollar liquor bill owed by that foreign 
bankrupt, made mentally an excellent bargain 
for himself in transferring those articles to the 
boy miner. 

‘*‘And now what's yer name, when we want 
to call ye to supper?” he asked, after he had 
helped the youth to transfer the tools to the 
scene of operations, and given hima first les- 
son in digging and cradling. 

The boy hesitated a moment, and a bright 
color rose on his smooth, young cheek. 

“Och! don’t bother yer head on that 
score,” cried the Irishman observing his em- 
barrassment. ‘‘Jack or Jill, itis all wan to 
us up here.” 

‘My name is Jack,” said the boy eagerly ; 
‘but I thought—” 

**That’s plinty; Jack it is, thin; and now 
good luck to ye, and remimber that thim that 
finds gold has to look hard forit. Ye’ll know 
it whin ye come cn it, after the instructions I 
gev ye.” 

Mrs. Finnigan stood waiting for her hus- 
band. 

*O, Tip, dear,” she said softly, ‘‘that boy 
hasn't broke his fast this day, and it seems 
hard like to drive him in at the work before 
he’s fairly on his feet in the place.” 

‘Tut !’ retorted her husband coolly; ‘it’s 
a good chance to show what he’s made of. 
Let him wrestle awhile with Jake's pick afore 
he comes to his tay, for I suppose nothin’ will 
do ye but he must board wid us till he’s able 
to set up a cabin tor himself.” 

“Och, thin, but ye have the kind heart, 


fervent admiration at her husband's generosi- 
ty; ‘‘and sure you'll niver lose a cint by it,” 
she hastened to add, knowing well his fond- 
ness of gain. ‘‘Our own little Murtagh, bad 
he lived, would have been just the morrow of 
this lad, and troth I fale a mother’s heart to 
him, so I do.” 

The latter part of her speech was low. The 
tears that sprang with it were hidden, and 
Tip—so called from his birthplace, Tipperary 
—resumed his pipe and received the conjugal 
praise with a discriminating nod. 

It was early in November. There had 
been one very heavy rain, but it had rather 
beaten down than loosened the soil of the 
abandoned claim, and in Jack’s untutored 
grasp the pick swerved as it struck the clayey 
bed, without dislodging much soil during the 
first hour’s hard labor. 

Then the boy stopped to rest, for he could 
work no mcre; the perspiration streamed 
down his face, every nerve in his body thrilled 
from his unwonted exercise, and—though he 
tried to hide this last fact even from himself— 
from his lack of food. Away up the river as 
far as he could see, miners were busy plying 
their picks or washing their dirt; some of 
them were standing up to their middle in the 
swilt-running stream, and roaring snatches of 
songs as they rocked their long-toms, while 
others on higher ground contended with the 
bed rock that sometimes flew off in splinters 
and threatened the lives of their comrades. 
But they didn’t seem to mind danger. It 
made Jack’s flesh creep to watch their reckless 
movements, to see them mount a high, un- 
steady water-flume in their immense mining 
boots and run half way across the river on its 
top to empty their waste dirt in its bed. As 
he noted their exhaustless vigor he seemed to 
teel himselt grow stronger again; he recalled 
Mr. Finnigan’s words, and seizing the pick 
renewed the struggle. The soil must have 
grown softer; it sank in the side embank- 
ment at the third stroke, and down came a 
crashing, rattling torrent-like fall of earth, 
which gave him barely time to spring aside to 
save himself from being buried under it. 

‘*‘Lookee here, young un,” bawled out his 
nearest neighbor from the other side of a 
broken and disused flume that divided the 
‘‘Dutchman’s claim” from what was termed 
the ‘‘River Diggings,” ‘‘don’t smash creation 
right atop of us all without singing outa 
word of warning. Don’t go through it all at 
once, sonny.” . 

Jack felt abashed at his unlooked for 
achievement, and knew it could not have been 
his blows that did the work. A great body 
of mould had been ready to fall; his pick had 
loosened a stone that held it back, and so it 
came down. According to instructions, he 
began at once to test the value ot his dirt by 
cradling, but before he had poured one drop 
of the muddy river water into the machine, a 
thrill of joy shot through his trame like an 
electric shock. 

He had found gold! 

Not in the tiny, dull dust that Tip’s de- 
scription led him to look for, but in bright, 
yellow flakes all through thegravelly soil, that 
shone and sparkled as clearly as he had ever 
seen the polished metal in a jeweller’s win- 
dow do. 

A dozen foolish fancies rushed upon the 
boy in the exultation of the moment; he was 
tempted to ery out; to fling up his bat in the 
air with loud huzzas; to rush shouting to the 
Finnigans—but the timely recollection of his 
mother came to his mind and sobered him. 

Quietly as to outward appearance, though 
he trembled and shook with excitement all 
the while, he cradled and panned out the dirt 
he had shovelled down, and, wrapping the 1e- 
sult in a canvas bag he had found, covered 
over the rich soil with a loose sprinkling of 
common clay. 

By this time it was growing dusk, and he 
had been four hours a miner. 

Jack was only a lad, and when he entered 
Finnigan’s store, where some of ‘‘the boys” 
were already gathered, the temptation to 
boast of his great luck was strong on him. 
It became stronger still when Tip said, rather 
sharply: ‘‘Well, my fine young gentleman, 
you've come back empty handed, I suppose, 
and I’ve got another boarder like Dutch 
Jake—” 

‘‘No, indeed, Mr. Finnigan,” he exclaimed, 
proudly; ‘‘l’ve got enough—” 

Ile felt a touch on his arm, and he turned 
quickly. Mrs. Finnigan was there. 

‘Come in to supper,” she said, kindly; 
‘‘Tip will follow when he has sarved the boys 
wid their whiskey.” 

When they were alone in the kitchen she 
told him to sit down before a pile of slap- 
jacks and a bowl of coffee, and ‘‘get a start, 
for he must be nearly famished with hunger.” 
Then she laid her motherly hand on his 
shoulder—‘‘You’ve met with luck; Heaven 
bless you; I see it in your face,” she said, 
‘‘but keep it to yourself, dear; they’re good 
boys, thim,” nodding her head in the direc- 
tion of the store, ‘‘and as for Tip, he’s just a 
jewel; but kape yer luck quiet like; it will be 
for your good.” 

Her significant glance added force to her 
words. Jack felt he could safely trust her, 
and seizing the opportunity before Tip came 
in, he told ber what had bappened in the 
Dutchman’s deserted claim, and showed her 
the bright dust in his bag. Mrs. Finnigan 
was a pioneer—a ‘‘forty-niner,” as they were 
called—and no one in the mines better un- 
derstood placer or surface diggings than her- 
self. 

She laughed delightedly at the young staan- 
ger’s rare good fortune, and told him he had 
struck a ‘‘pocket,” Three other workers of 
the same claim had had the same luck, and 
then each, after months of unrepaid labor, 
had abanoned it to give a new worker a 
chance to strike on a layer of gold again. 

‘‘But no one ever ‘realized’ as quick as you, 
Jack,” cried Mrs. Finnigan, giving him his 
plain name with mining familiarity. ‘You're 
in big luck, my dear; but, as said, we'll 
keep it to ourselves, And here comes Tip.” 

Alone, Jack never could have preserved his 
secret, but Mrs. Finnigan was a powerful 
ally; she kept her husband away from the 
the claim when the young miner was cleaning 
up his tailings; she instructed him in the 
easiest modes of operating, initiated him in 
all the signs of the rock and soil, and aided 
him in tracing the rich deposit till its last 
shining grain was separated from the earth. 
It was a wonderfully rich pocket. After pay- 
ing for his tools, a month’s board, and pro- 
viding himself with mining boots and water- 
proof clothing, Jack bad nearly a thousand 
dollars worth of gold dust left! 

Mrs. Finnigan was his banker, and she told 
—— the lad was making ‘‘paying wages.” 

he claim sustained its reputation. The 
pocket exhausted, Jack worked and toiled day 
after day without seeing a sparkle in the loads 





of soil he beat down into the river. The 


Miles Finnigan,” cried his wife in tones of 








rains had begun in furious force, and carried 
away the flumes and stakes, torn down ‘‘the 
boys’” hydraulic works, and rendered placer 
digging next to impossible. 

Squatty Boggs and a party of prospectors 
had discovered some wonderfully rich dig- 
gings higher up on the other bank of the 
river, and the fever for flitting had broke out 
among the citizens of Dry-up. 

Jack had been idle two days; that is, his 
hands were still, but his mind had never been 
busier. 

‘Mrs. Finnigan,” he said to his friend and 
adviser; ‘‘lumber costs about $20 a hundred 
feet, doesn’t it ?” 

‘And what would you do with it if it could 
be had for axing, Jack?” she cried, aston- 
ished. 

‘I'd make a raft and start a ferry right 
here,” exclaimed the lad earnestly. ‘*This is 
a narrow, deep river, with a swift current, 
and I could make a double cable ferry work- 
ed with ropes and rings. It came into my 
mind yesterday when I was near drowning in 
a.” 
‘‘Whin ye risked yer life to save thim hay- 
then Chinamen and their mule,” interrupted 
Mrs. Finnigan. ‘‘Sure the breath was a’most 
frightened out of my body when I saw ‘i 

lunge in. But yer plan—go on wid it, Jack ; 
it’s iligant, and will jist make yer fortin’ if ye 
carry it through.” 

Thus encouraged, Jack proceeded with his 
explanation. As he got on, his companion 
grew more and more enthusiastic; its devel- 
opment would increase their store and tavern 
trade, and this insured Mr. Finnigan's co- 
operation—an important gain in his wife's 
eyes. 

She was a keen-sighted woman and a great 
aid to Jack in all his undertakings; she rec- 
ognized at once the value of his new enter- 
prise, and showed him how to make it prac- 
tical at the least cost. 

She bargained with a departing miner for 
the uprights of his cabin at a low rate, and of 
them Jack, with Tip’s help, made and set the 
stakes for his cable to be fastened on. The 
grocer foresaw a brisk business at the whiskey 
keg, when his store became a terry house, so 
he urged forward the enterprise and did not 
spare his own labor in securing its comple- 
tion. Jack was a natural mechanic, and his 
energy and contrivance were crowned with 
triumphant success. His raft was a model of 
strength and lightness, and when Hank brought 
the ropes and rings from Stockton, the whole 
affair was complete and ready for action just 
four days after the idea was broached by the 
energetic proprietor. Early on the morning 
of its completion, Jack tested his ferry, 
and carried over just at sunrise a whole train 
of Chinamen and pack mules, two at a time, 
bound for the new gold diggings at Dutch 
City. The rains were so incessant that the 
river grew higher, and soon the turn of the 
current at that particular bend of the Moku- 
lomne was almost strong enougb to swing the 
raft over; the only difficulty lay in its return, 
and though the loads were light and passen- 
gers helpful on the way back, the young ferry- 
man’s arms ached so from tugging at the 
cords, that at night he could not sleep from 
their pain. That was to begin with. Time 
seasons everything, and usage made his mus- 
cles almost like iron, and the task grew easy. 

‘That boy is fairly coining gold,” said 
Monte Mack to his pard Double-Deck Dick; 
‘‘let’s lay for him.” 

One night Jack came in shivering from the 
river bank. He had been out all day, and, 
despite oilskin and India rubber, was drench- 
ed to the skin. 

‘Give him a hot toddy; here’s the liquor,” 
said Tip to his wife. ‘Make it sweet and 
strong, and he'll be all right in the morning.” 

Mrs. Finnigan nodded; but she gave him 
hot coffee, a foot bath and a dose of quinine 
instead. 

‘‘Niver a drop ov that sort shall cross yer 
lips if I can help it, Jack, my dear,” said she, 
and next day she pointed to poor ‘*Tangle- 
foot Ned” tumbling up the gulch to his cabin, 
with no more humanity in his appearance than 
one of the beasts that perish. 

‘‘Once—and not so long ago, nayther—he 
was young and hopeful like you, Jack,” she 
said: ‘‘look what liquor brings on a man, ard 
tly trom the sight ov it.” 

‘‘Let’s have a little game right here, Tip,” 
said Monte Mack, that evening, ‘‘you pour 
us out your best and plenty of it. If there's 
a white man in these mines, it’s Tip Finnigan, 
and he knows how to sell fust-class liquor, 
too; that’s what I allus say. Dick, you deal 
for a four-handed game; Tip and the young 
‘un ‘ll jine in, jist for a spree. Won't ye, 
honey ?” 

‘‘No, he won't thin,” cried the watchful 
Mrs. Finnigan, bursting in upon them, and 
for once daring to assert herself in her hus- 
band’s domain; ‘‘tye’ve been afther this lad 
wid yer dirty cards ever since he come to 
Dry-up; and if ye iver ax him to take a hand 
in thim chating games yer up to agin, sure 
I'll tache yez both a new thrick wid the ind 
ov my broom, eo I will——” 

The gamblers shrank abashed betore the 
woman's flashing eye; but Tip was much 
scandalized. He was a disciplinarian and be- 
lieved in the inferiority of the weaker sex; 
he had always exacted from his wise and usu- 
ally qniescent wife the strictest obedience, 
and her late assumption of wilfulness woke 
his displeasure. 

That night her eyes were very red when 
Jack came to sit a little while with her, as he 
always did before retiring to his bunk in the 
back end of the store. 

“You niver write letters nor recaive any, 
as I see, Jack,” she remarked abruptly. 

The youth’s eyes filled with sudden tears ; 
he shook his head and bit his lips nervously 
but did not reply. 

His questioner was a persistent oue. She 
kept her gaze steadily on him, and he could 
not affect unconsciousness, as he tried bard to 
do at first. It cost a great effort, but at last 
he gave in, and broke down with something 
like a sob. 

‘Mrs. Finnigan, nobody knows where I 
am. I ran away.” 

He hung his head in shame at this confes- 
sion, and his face blazed into a pertect scarlet 
when his friend, raising her hands in shocked 
surprise, repeated : : 

“Run away! Lord pity your poor dis- 
tracted mother, you wrong-headed boy !” 

‘They must all have complained and talked 
against me to—to Mr. Franklyn and to 
Nellie,” he burst out in great heat and agit- 
tation.” ‘‘He said such dreadful things 
about my selfishly imposing on them—and— 
and—I just vowed I'd never write or go back 
till I could pay up all 1 owed them.” 

‘‘Well, Heaven be praised, ye can kape yer 
word, and start home to-morrow. I've news 
for ye, Jack; ye can sell out yer right and 
title to the ferry at a small fortin, and you 
shall do it, and go home to see yer mother, if 
my name’s Betty Finnigan !” 

Then in quieter but still more resolute 
terms Mrs. Finnigan explained to the lad that 
her guardianship over him must end, since it 
had already mes a ill-feeling between her- 
self and husband. 

‘*And tho’ next to my own boy that the 
blissed saints has in their holy kaping this 
day, I have a warm heart for you, Jack,” she 
confessed, ‘‘my duty is to sarve Tip, and plase 
him in iverything, and I can’t manage both 
you and him, I find. This is no place for a 
iad ov your breedin’ and belongings. I may 
kape ye out of the gamblers’ hands and away 
from the whiskey cup; but there’s more and 
worse timptation that I can’t rache. So ye 
must jist lave them all behind ye.” 

She backed her argument with an offer 
from a tall Hoosier known as Lanky, who was 
ready to pay down in good hard dust an hun- 
dred ounces ($1600) for Jack’s right and 
title to the ‘‘Ferry,” and then added in a 
whisper that Jack could pay a first-class pas- 
sage and carry $5000 home with him. A few 
moments passed, during which the varying 
emotions of the boy’s mind were easily read 
by her keen eye on his transparent face. 
Suddenly over the changing lights and shade 
of doubt, ambition, pride and calculation, 
broke out a sweet, soft, beammg tenderness, 
and yielding to its influence, Jack leaned his 
curly head upon her shoulder and murmured : 
“Pll go and see my mother !” : 

‘‘And God’s blissin’ go with you !” exclaim- 
ed Mrs. Finnigan solemnly. ‘‘Her prayers 
have been about ye like a guardian angel this 
far, and may the same blissin’ go wid ye till 
life’s ind !” 

**I’'ll write to you, Mrs. Finnigan, you dear, 
good friend,” cried Jack, giving his landlady 
a secret and sincere embrace behind the 
kitchen door, as Hank pushed his modest 
trunk in which the precious dust was stored, 
into a safe place on top the Stockton coach. 

‘‘Not a word, dear,” said the hostess of 
Dry-up, controlling her emotion by a strong 
effort; ‘‘not a word, darlint; for I could not 
read it if ye did. I'll jist trust ye to the 
saints, as I had to do wid my own boy, and 
may be we'll see aich other some day beyant 
this.” 

“Ig that ‘ere party a coming!” hallooed 
Hank from the coach box. 

‘‘Here he is!” shouted Tip; ‘‘and more 
fool he to lave a place that would be the 
makin’ ov him. I’m starting a big bar, and 
I'd have paid him a small fortin’ to wait 
on it; but the chap’s head’s turned wid 
the price he got for his terry.” The porch 
was full of ‘“‘boys” come to see that rare 
sight in those days—a departure. Jack 
waved his hat as he climbed up the stage, but 
pulled it over his eyes as he dropped into 
place beside Hank; he had caught a glimpse 
of his friend weeping at the kitchen pane. 


Some time after the express held a package 
directed to Mrs. Finnigan, and great was that 
— woman's surprise when apprised of the 

On being opened, it proved to be an ex- 
ceeding!y richly-mounted picture of a hand- 
some young man whom no one recognized 
until its recipient cried out in rapture : 

‘‘Arrah, sure it’s Jack! Jack, in his own 





clothes, and jist as he looks among thim he 
was born wid. Sorra a beautifuller pictur 
nor this is in the whole new State of Cali- 
forny, and I wouldn't take its weight in goold 
for it.” 

So saying she hung it beside an humbler 
one of her dead child, and there they remain- 
ed together as long as Tip’s store stood near 
Jack's Ferry. 


It was sudden. It was so sudden that it 
took ten seconds to understand the drift of 
his remarks. Then every eye turned to the 
right-hand door, and the two revolvers held 
by a second robber were seen at the open 
window. It was a trap. The rats were 
caught, and would they fight ?” 

“Gents, I'm growing a leetle impatient,” 
continued the first robber, ‘‘and I want to see 





General Bliseellany, 
wile Boe Tribune. 





Oh! not with any sound they come, or sign, 
Which fleshly ear or eye can recognize! 
No curiosity can compass or surprise 

‘The secret of that intercourse divine, 

Which God permits, ordains, across the line, 

The changeless line which bars 
Our earth from other stars. 


But ow do come and go continually, 
Our blessed angels, no less ours than His; 
The blessed angels whom we think we miss; 
W hose empty graves we weep to name or see, 
And vainly watch, as once in Galilee 
One, weeping, watched in vain, 
Where her lost Christ bad lain. 


Whenever in some bitter grief we find, 
All unawares, a deep, mysterious sense 
Of hidden comfort come, we know not whence; 
When suddenly we see, where we were blind; 
Where we had struggled, are content, reeigned ; 
Are strong where we were weak— 
And no more strive or seek— 


That we may know that from the far glad skies, 
To note our need, the watchful God has bent, 
And for our instant help has called and sent, 

Of all cur loving angels, the most wise 

And tender one, to point to us where lies 

The path that will be best, 
The path of peace and rest. 





A NARROW ESCAPE FROM THE 
ICEBERGS, 

While our ships were lying quietly at the 
foot of this immense and wonderful creation 
of ice, it happened that on the morning of the 
16th the bergs immediately to seaward of us, 
commenced whirling along in all directions, 
acted upon either by different sets of the tide, 
caused by a quiet avalanche at some short dis- 
tance away, or else by a bodily pressure out- 
ward from the glacier itself. However that 
may be, our danger wasimminent. The wind 
was blowing strongly, so we double-reefed 
the topsails, cast off, and made sail. The 
only passage of egress was between two gi- 
gantic bergs that towered loftily above our 
mastheads. These were fast closing togeth- 
er; we had to run the gauntlet, and not one 
moment too soon; in fact, ten seconds 
later, and I believe we should all have per- 
ished, and the ship have been smashed into 
pieces. 

It was a sight to be once seen and ever re- 
membered. Sir James Ross standing near 
the men at the helm, directing by the motion 
of his band, perfectly self-possessed, more 
handsome and noble-looking in his then cool 
and commanding attitude than ever, every eye 
fixed upon him, or painfully watching the 
closing distance between the majestic arbiters 
of a fearful doom. Our very breath was held, 
as each and all seemed to await the inevitable 
fiat of the angel of destruction. Moments be- 
came hours as the vessel’s length forged 
through. Crash, crash! Nota word, nota 
movement. ‘The lofty giants had closed on 
our quarters, thrown one of our boats inboard 
on the deck, crushing her and her davits; the 
ship, checked, staggered for one moment; the 
noise of her rushing through the water rever- 
berated up the sides of the bergs, when, just 
as we expected to be overborne and flung in- 
to eternity, our noble vessel, that seemed to 
share in the exquisite tension of the moment, 
slipped through clear of the splendid masses, 
that, losing all their terrors, now commanded 
our admiration, with full liberty of breathing 
action resumed. Life was before us again. 
The very ship was endeared to her crew trom 
that moment, for had not her every timber as- 
sumed a vital energy in the perilous moment ? 
Did she not seem almost to share our joy and 
relief, when, as it were, passing through 
death's icy grip, she so nobly plunged again 
into clear water ? 

But afresh scene had arisen before our 
eyes. Countless icebergs of enormous mag- 
nitude had gathered round in all directions, 
obliging us again to yield obedience to their 
sway, unable to thread our way to the open 
sea. Most fortunately, the mysterious com- 
motion in the water had ceased, and these 
colossal monuments of arctic solitude had be- 
come motionless. We looked up to their 
summits with a mixed feeling of wonder and 
awe, and, gazing among the tortuous pas- 
sages formed by the accidental variety of their 
positions, were fully impressed with the cer- 
tainty that no such mighty display or marvel- 
lous panorama would ever again confront our 
astonished senses. The everlasting glacier, 
in quiet repose, during storm or calm, passing 
ages failing to alter a feature, kindles the idea 
ot a convocation of chaos congealed into a 
continent of order, o’erspread by a winding- 
sheet descendant from heaven, and purified 
by the glance of the Almighty.—** Command- 
er Cheyne,” in the Boy's Own Paper. 





WHAT A CHEAP CIGAR WILL DO. 


The moral influence ofa cigar is greater 
than that of the finest speech delivered since 
the days of the Roman republic. No man 
should set out on a journey without providing 
himself with at least fifty cheap cigars. Those 
which can be bought fortwo cents are just as 
good as those sold for a dime, and the gift of 
one is rewarded with just the same courtesy. 
You are ina hurry to change trains and re- 
check baggage. The checkman doesn't care 
two cents whether you are left or not, and the 
chances are that you would be lett but for the 
cigar. Edge upto him, drop the cigar into 
his fingers, ask him to recheck you to Indi- 
anapolis, and you are fixed in six seconds. 
Hours later, when he comes to sit down fora 
smoke, he may remember your phiz, and 
bless it—but you are far away. 

The brakeman on a passenger train studies 
gruffness. You can't offer him money, nor 
ask him out to take a glass of beer; but if 
you want to know exactly how long you have 
to wait at Hanover Junction, and how long it 
takes you to run from there to Washington, 
just tender him a two-cent cigar. His granite 
countenance will instantly melt and run all 
over his face, and he will feel himself bound 
not only to answer all inquiries, but to tell 
you how to save two dimes in getting your 
. > at the restaurant. 

icket agents in depots have a stereotyped 
set of answers, and it almost breaks their 
necks to havea man come along and ask 
something new. The cigar dodge works 
beautifully on them. Approach one withs 
smile, extend the weed, and observe: 

‘Say, old fellow, when do I leave here to 
make close connection with the Erie at El- 
mira ?” 

Out comes his time-tables and railway 
guide, and he'll not only fix you to a second, 
but give you the population of every station 
on the road. A two-cent cigar will stop any 
citizen of any city, and make him feel happy 
to answer a dozen questions. It will direct 
you to the best hotel, point out the best 
sights, make street-car conductors talk, give 
you the best seat in the omnibus, and accom- 
plish all that gold and silver can do. No 
man should travel witbout them. Tobaccon- 
ists should make two brands especially for 
travellers. One brand should contain old 
rope, rags and scraps of leather, and be sold 
for acent. This brand would be for officials 
who are really good at heart, and whose sud- 
den removal from earth would bring sorrow 
to large tamilies. The other brand should 
have a torpedo in the centre, warranted to 
blow out six teeth and to drive the end of the 
nose up at an angle of forty-five degrees. 
These could probably be sold for a cént and 
a half apiece, and might be given out when- 
ever it was deemed necessary to teach an offi- 
cial that civility towards travellers benefits a 
road far more than the bursting of three 
trunks. 





HANDS UP. 


Catch a rat in a trap and he will fight. 
Trap @ man, and—well, you can’t rely on 
him. It is according to the trap. In the 
heavy stage coach, as we roll out of Lead- 
ville, says a frontier letter, are seven men. 
One is an army officer who has a half a dozen 
scars to prove his bravery. Cut off from his 
command on the plains last summer by a 
score of Indians, he entrenched himself and 
fought the band off until help arrived. Two 
of the others are desperadoes, who have kill- 
ed their men. Three of the others are stal- 
wart miners, each armed with two revolvers, 
and they look as if they would prove ugly 
customers in a fight. 

The seventh man might do some shooting 
on a pinch, but he hopes there will be no 
pinch. In the crowd are ten revolvers; two 
derringers, three repeating rifles, and four or 
five bowie-knives, and there is perfect good 
feeling as the stage rolls along. It is tactily 
understood that the army captain is to assume 
command in case the coach is attacked, and 
that all are to keep cool and fire to kill. 

It is 10 o'clock in the morning. The win- 
dows are down and the passengers are smok- 
ing and talking and seeking for comfortable 
positions. The coach has just reached the 
top of a bill, when every horse is suddenly 
pulled up. 

“If it’s a b’ar we'll have some fun,” growl- 
ed one of the miners, as he put his head out 
of the window. 

“If it’s a robber, gin me the first pop at 
him,” whispered one of the desperadoes. 

No one could say what the trouble was, 
when a wiry little chap, about five feet six 
inches tall, with black eyes and hair, clean 
face and thin lips, appeared at the left hand 
door with a cocked revolver in either hand, 
and said : 

‘Gents, I'm sorry to disturb you, but I've 
ot to make a raise this morning. Please 
eave your shooters and climb down here, one 

at a time ?” 


the pre ion begin to move.” 

Let's see. The captain was to lead us, and 
we were to be cool and fire to kill. But the 
captain was growing white around the mouth, 
and nobody had a weapon in hand. The rats 
were not going to fight. One of the miners 
opened the door and descended and the other 
six humbly followed. The seven were drawn 
up in line across the road, and while the 
robber held his shooter on the line he coolly 
observed to his partner : 

“Now William, you remove the weapons 
from the coach, and then search these gentle- 
men.” 

As William obeyed, every victim was or- 
dered to hold his hands above his head, and 
whatever plunder was taken from his pockets 
was dropped into William's hat. Four gold 
watches, two diamond pins, a telescope, a 
diamond ring, a gold badge, and $1200 in 
cash changed hands in ten minutes. Not a 
man had a word to say. The driver of the 
coach did not leave his seat, and was not in- 
terfered with. When the last man had been 
plundered, the genteel Dick Turpin kindly ob- 
served : 

“You are the most decent set of men I 
ever robbed, and if times weren't so blasted 
hard, I'd make each of you a present of $10. 
Now, then, climb back to your places and the 
coach will go on.” 

The crowd ‘‘clumb,” and the vehicle re- 
sumed its journey. Not a weapon or a time- 
piece or a dollar had been saved. Seven 
well-armed men had been cleaned out by two, 
and not a shot fired or a wound given. 
Each man took his seat without a word. 
Mile after mile was passed in silence, and 
finally the seventh man—the man who might 
fight on a pinch, but didn’t—plaintively sug- 
gested : 

‘Can't some of you gentlemen think of a 
few remarks which would be apropos to the 
occasion ?” 

No one could, and the silence was re- 
newed. 





A BOOT-BLACK’S EXPLOIT. 


During the progress of the recent great fire 
in New York, three men were seen gesticu- 
lating wildly at a fifth story window at the 
Beekman street corner of Park Row. They 
were carpenters employed in changing the 
peg of the rooms vacated by the World. 
No way of rescuing them was conceived by 
anybody but Charley Wright, a young halt- 
breed Indian and negro employed in Keenan's 
saloon. When he looked up, on hearing the 
men cry out for help, he saw that a wire cable 
ran from the corner of the cornice to a tele- 
graph pole across the street. 

**Hi, Mike !” he called to Michael Pryor, a 
boy ; ‘‘come and boost me—quick !” 

Charley got a start from Mike’s shoulder, 
and by hard, fast, desperate climbing, mount- 
ed the pole go the crossbars. A spike in one 
hand aided him in the feat, and with that as a 
tool he twisted the cable loose. The other end 
was already securely fastened above the heads 
of the three carpenters, and they suddenly 
saw a practicable fire escape dangling within 


reach. ‘They lost no time in using it. Two 
did so by going down hand over hand. The 


third slid, with his hands clutching the wire, 
and was considerably lacerated. 

As for Charley Wright, he had bad iuck 
after his heroism. In slipping down the pole, 
his foot touched a lamp-post, and thinking he 
had reached the sidewalk, he let go his bold, 
and got a fall which lamed him, Then a man 
offered him fifty cents to fetch an overcoat 
from a room in the lower story of the Potter 
building. He was familiar with the room, 
and did the errand in a jiffy. He is believed 
to have been the last person to quit the build- 
ing. The police lines were being formed 
when he emerged, and he could barely hand 
the coat to its owner before being prodded 
off by a club—without the half dollar, though 
he expects to get it. Later in the day the 
American Humane Society voted him a medal. 





THE OLD FOLKS AT HOME. 
Something for Sons and Daughters to Think of. 


When, in late autumn we attempt to take 
up one of the plants which have grown luxu- 
riantly in a garden bed, we find the danger 
to its life, in transplanting, is not so much the 
injury which its large roots are likely to re- 
ceive, as the emaller ones, which are like little 
fingers reaching everywhere. There is a 
strange likeness to this in the uprooting of a 
life which has for years been lived in one 
bome. There is nothing sadder than to see 
the old father and mother give up their inde- 
pendent life and become inmates of a new 
home with their children. This change is 
often, if not always, urged by sons and 
daughters from the purest motives. They 
feel that the care of housekeeping, the over- 
sight of a home, are too great burdens for 
father and motber ‘‘Come and live with us,” 
they say, ‘‘and take life easy.” But few, in- 
deed, are the parents who can adjust them- 
selves to the new relations, and they find after 
a few months that they have a peculiarly 
homeless feeling. They seem to fit in no- 
where. They miss the old neighbors and all 
the little nameless associations wifich helped 
to fillup the measure of their days. They 
realize, as they never did in the old home, to 
which they gave tone and direction, how 
strongly the tide of young life flows on and 
leaves them bebind, and unless their faculties 
are greatly impaired they are filled with sad- 
ness. They have nothing to do. (Grandma 
can knit, and grandpa can do some trifling 
things, but there is nothing to satisfy them. 
It is no one’s fault; it is in the nature of 
things that this that should be so; and so 
it seems that there should be less confidence 
in the appeals of children for their parents to 
break up the old home before necessity com- 
pels them to do so. In our modern homes 
there are not many ‘‘cerners built for old 
age,” and possibly old age is not content in a 
corner. However this may be, it certainly 
appears reasonable that so long as old people 
are able to carry on the home, it is kindest 
and wisest to leave them in it. I have in 
mind an aged couple who lived for over fifty 
years in one home. Thiir children left them, 
grandchildren also married and went to new 
homes, but the old home life went on. In- 
terest in the great world outside was never 
lost; from constant use their faculties were 
apparently unimpaired ; and when at eighty- 
five the mother, through bodily weakness, was 
compelled to stay in her room, that room be- 
came the centre of interest in that house and 
neighborhood. ‘‘It is almost sunset,” said 
the father, ‘‘but we like to enjoy the few 
light hours before dark.” And they did en- 
joy them. In striking contrast is the remark 
made by an old man who lived or stayed first 
with one child and then with another, with no 
settled home. ‘‘I wish,” said he, ‘‘that when 
& man comes to my age and condition there 
might be a law making it legal to shoot him.” 
—N. Y. Evening Post, 





WITCHCRAFT IN PENNSYLVANIA. 


Lehigh county, Pennsylvania, has rather 
more than its share of weak-minded, credu- 
lous and superstitious persons, it the follow- 
ing story is to have full credit. It relates to 
a case in Salisbury township. 
In the early part of last fall, a young man, 
newly married, became affected with a nerv- 
ous affection closely resembling St. Vitus’ 
dance. His convulsions were periodical, and 
while under their influence his antics were 
very strange. His friends and others in at- 
tendance upon him were unable to account for 
his conduct, and soon the story of his affliction 
began to be spread abroad. Public opinion 
finally settled down to the conviction that it 
was a genuine case of witchcraft. Then the 
= arose as to the identity of the witch. 
nstead of seeking out some old crone, the 
Salisbury people allowed their suspicions to 
fasten upon a winsome young woman, resi- 
dent in the township. In consequence of this 
superstitious belief she has become an object 
of terror to her former friends and acquaint- 
ances, and they shun her as one possessing an 
‘evil-eye.” Parents in she immediate neigh- 
borhood have grown fearful of the influence of 
the supposed witch, and restrain their children 
from going out of doors after dark, unless 
carefully guarded. Ifa child falls sick and 
acts a little strangely, the parents are at once 
seized with the idea that the witch has brought 
it under the influence of her mysterious pow- 
er. Men and women are overcome by fear, 
and throughout the community the people 
have nailed old horse-shoes over their doors, 
believing that in no other manner can they 
ward off the witch’s power over person and 
property. The terror in the neighborhood is 
so great that many grown people, who are 
supposed to be intelligent, are actually afraid 
to venture out after nightfall.— Rochester Ex- 
press. 





THE SINFO’ WEE FIDDLE. 


The violoncello was the violone of former 
times. Inthe earlier editions of ‘Corelli” 
the bass part is entitled violone. To Brescia, 
the cradle of Italian violin-making, we are in- 
debted for the many grand double-basses and 
violas made there by Gaspard di Salo and 
Magini. For one Brescian violin there are 
ten double-basses or violas, a fact which would 
have told well for the town in the opinion of 
that Scottish congregation, about whom an 
amusing anecdote is told. Their minister, it 
appears, was addicted to music as his recrea- 
tion, and the sounds were heard often at 
night, as well as by day, issuing from his 
study. The strange noise caused scandal 





mental music with fairs and merry-makings. 
At length a deputation of elders was sent to 
expostulate with the minister. 

le received them blandly, and begging 


them to be seated, after hearing what they 
had to say, produced his violoncello. He dis- 
coursed sweet strains, sometimes solemn, 


sometimes cheerful, till his hearers were 
charmed and subdued. They murmured 
apologies, and after a while confessed that 
there could be no objection to that instru- 
ment, but they had thought that he played 
‘the sinfu’ wee fiddle !"— Leisure Hour. 





NAPOLEON III. AND HIS EXTRAV- 
AGANCE. 


The great Napoleon assumed state and en- 
couraged luxury from calculation; his nephew 
both from policy and taste. Napoleon III. 
was fond of pomp and show, besides being a 
confirmed sensualist; and he derived a per- 
sonal enjoyment from his entertainments. 
They were on a magnificent scale, but the on- 
ly marked or lasting influence of the Imperial 
Court, as regards fashion or manners, was on 
female dress. The invitations to Compiegne 
and Fontainebleau were commonly for eight 
days; and a lady was expected to change her 
dress three or four times a day, and never to 
wear the same dresstwice. The outfit for the 
visit was computed at not less than 12,000 
francs. We 4 
the Imperial circle complain that she could 
not dress for less than £1,000 ayear. A 
milliner’s bill, on which an action was brought, 
amounted to £15,000 for three years, and the 
fair defendant paid £12,000 into Court. The 
case was reported in the (Gazette des Tribu- 
nauz. This spirit of extravagance proved 
catching, and extended to England, where 
traces of it are still discernable. 

It is not uncommon for a lady ata country 
house to come down in a morning dress, 
change it for lawn tennis or a walk, put ona 
neglige trimmed with lace for the afternoon 
tea, and then dress for a dinner or a ball. 
The only parallel in the male sex must be 
sought among tha jeunesse doree who indulge 
in fancy costumes for the smoking-room. 
Male dress errs on the side of negligence. 
The cut of a coat, the tie of a neckcloth, or 
the pattern of a waistcoat is no longer a title 
to fame, and a Brummel or a D’Orsay would 
be a social anomaly or impossibility. No in- 
defensible fashion has taken so complete a 
hold on women of all classes as the fashion for 
false hair. Seventy-five tons of hair from the 
East paid duty at Marseilles alone in 1875, 
and M. Baudrillart computes that double that 
quantity is annually worked up in France. 
The exports, principally to England and the 
United States, are estimated at £75,000.— 
The Quarterly Review. 





A CHILD’S DREAM. 


Doings of the Angels in a Ban Francisco 
Grocery. 


One evening, not long ago, a little girl of 
nine or ten years, entered a place in which is 
a bakery, grocery, and saloon in one, and 
asked for five cents’ worth of tea. ‘‘How’s 
your mother ?” asked the boy who came for- 
ward to wait upon her. ‘Awful sick, and 
ain't had anything to eat all day.” The boy 
was just then called to wait upon some men 
who entered the saloon, and the girl sat down. 
In five minutes she was nodding, and in seven 
she was sound asleep, and leaning her head 
against a barrel, while she held the poor old 
nickel in a tight grip between her thumb and 
finger. One of the men saw her as be came 
from the bar, and, after asking who she was, 
said : 

‘Say, you drunkards, see here. Here 
we've been pouring down whiekey, when this 
child and her mother want bread. Here’sa 
two-dollar bill that says I’ve got some feeling 
left.” ‘*And I can add a dollar,” observed 
another. ‘And I'll give another.” 

They made up a purse of an even five dol- 
lars, and the spokesman carefully put the bill 
between two of the sleeper's fingers, drew the 
nickel away, and whispered to his comrades: 
‘‘Jist look a’ there—the gal’s dreaming!” So 
she was. A big tear had rolled out from her 
closed eyelids, but her face was covered with 
asmile. The men tiptoed out, and the clerk 
walked over and touched the sleeping child. 
She awoke with a smile, and cried out: 

‘*‘What a beautiful dream! Ma wasn’t sick 
any more, and we had lots to eat and to wear, 
and my hand burns yet where an angel 
touched it!” When she discovered that her 
nickel had been replaced by a bill, a dollar of 
which loaded her down with all she could 
carry, she innocently said: ‘*Well, now, but 
Ma won't hardly believe that you sent up to 
heaven and got an angel to come and clerk in 
your grocery.”—San Francisco News Letter 





Her First.—A young mother who is rich 
in her hubby's affections and pocketbook is 
the owner of a 3-months-old sunbeam. The 
young mother, to have the offspring receive 
proper nourishment, resolved to take sole 
charge of it. It was her first child, and hav- 
ing been reared in luxury, with plenty of ser- 
vants to wait on her, she did not handle the 
contract with as much success as some other 
women. The other day she undertook to give 
the child a bath in a small foot-tub. The 
lady’s mother, who lives with her, passing 
through the room, dipped her finger in the 
water and told the daughter it was too cold 
for the little one, and that she would have to 
warm it. Instead of adding a little warm 
water, she placed the bath tub, with the baby 
in it, on a small gas stove and waited for fur- 
ther developments. The developments came 
as soon as the bottom of the tub began to get 
extra warm. The offspring gave one yell, 
when the fond mother, grandmother and two 
servants rushed to the rescue. The grand- 
mother took the blessed baby and placed a 
handful of flour where it would do most good. 
In the future, grandmother will look after the 
child, while the mother reads up on the cares 
of a mother and how to bring up children.— 
Kingston Freeman. 


_-— 


Wit and Zumor, 


From Burlington Hawkeye. 
THE CRUISE OF THE SLEEPING CAR, 








Ob, it a jolly porter on the sleeping car that 
sailed, 

Blow high, blow low, and so sailed he; 

And alwaye in the wake of the traveller he trailed, 

\s he cruised along the berths so easily. 


“Look aloft, look aloft!” oh, the jolly porter cried, 

Blow high, blow low, and 80 sailed we; 

And the weary trav’ler looked and upper seven he 
spied, 

As he cruised along the berths so wearily. 


“I see nothing of the pillow, I see nothing of the 
sheet,” 

Blow high, blow low, and so sailed we; 

“But I see alive oak blanket and a bolster at my 


feet, 
As he cruised around his berth distractedly. 


“O! arise, now arise,” loud the gallant porter cried, 
Blow high, blow low, und so sailed we; 
“It is four o'clock A. M., and you have ninety miles to 


ride, 
But I want to make my berths up now,” said he. 
“Ahoy, there! Aboy there!” the traveller grumbled 


ie, 
Blow high, blow low, and so snored he; 
“How canl get up at four when I went to bed at 
ree?” 
But the porter bouneed him out most gracefullee. 


“Now, all hands ahoy !” the grim conductor said, 

Blow high, blow low, ‘Show up!” stormed he; 

But when they sought their tickets, they had lost them 
in the bed; 

As they crulsed around the gorgeous P. P. C. 


“Oh, these are not my boots!” then the weary travel- 
ler wailed. 

Blow high, blow low, and so swore he; 

“Yours were taken by the pirate down in lower three 
that sailed,” 

And the gallant porter laughed most merrilee. 


Now, “For quarter! For quarter!" the porter loudly 
cried, 

Blow high, blow low, and so brushed he; 

But the quarter that they gave him, had a hole 
punched in its side, 

As they cruised along the gorgeous P. P. C. 


Now, all ye jolly porters, a warning take from me, 

Blow high, blow low, and so sailed we; 

Or they'll nail ‘no quarter” to the mast when e’er 
they go see 

Who is cruising in the tinseled P. P. C. 





HE USED TO BE A BOY HIMSELF. 


The other day a show came to Little Rock 
and was shamefully imposed upon by Uncle 
Isom. While standing near the tent he saw a 
crowd of low spirited boys grieving on ac- 
count of financial depression. 

‘‘Does yer youngsters wanter go to der 
show ?” he asked. 

The boys responded in a noisy chorus. 
‘*Well, come on den. I uster to be a chile 
myself, an’ unlike de mos’ of men, I hain't 
forgot it. Count dese boys,” he added, ad- 
dressing the doorkeeper. The man b2gan 
counting, and by the time the boys had passed 
in, .som was walking around talking to ac- 
quaintances from the plantations. 

*‘Here,” said the showman, give me twenty 
tickets.” 

‘‘What for? Does yer think me a lottery 
agent ?” ‘ 
‘You passed in twenty boys, and I want 
the tickets or the money.” 

‘*I doan owe yer no tickets, and I doan owe 
yer no money. I didn’t tell yer to pass the 
boys in. I said countem. I'se always heard 
that showmen is good on ‘rithmitic, an’ | 
wanted ter satisfy myself. Yer say dat dar 
was twenty boys. I doan’ spute your word, 
case I ain't no mathertician. Sposen I take a 
lot ob boys ter de cashier on a bank an’ axes 
him ter count ‘em, does dat signify dat de 
cashier is gwine to pass ’em into de mone 
room? No, sha. Go back to yer tent; 
sees a crowd goin’ in.” 

The showman, remembering that he had 
left the entrance unguarded, turned, and Isom 
walked away.—Little Rock Gazette. 





A Trirte Mixep.—A fashionable young 
lady visited a cooking school, the other after- 
noon, where her attention was equally divided 








among his people, who all instru- 





ave heard a French woman of 


and the directions for making a cake. Upon 
returning home, she undertuok to write down 
the recipe for making the cake for her mother, 
and the old lady was paralyzed when she 
read: ‘‘Take two pounds of flour, three rows 
of pleating down the front, the whites of two 
eggs cut bias, a pint of milk ruffled around 
the neck, half pound of currants with seven 
yards of bead trimming, grated lemon-peel 
with Spanish lace fichu; stir well, and add a 
semi-fitting paletot with visite sleeves ; butter 
the pan with Brazilian topaz necklace, and 
garnish with iceing and jetted passementerie ; 
bake in a moderately hot oven until the over- 
skirt is tucked from the waist down on either 
side, and finish with large satin bows.” 
mother said she wouldn't eat such a cake, and 
she thought these new fangled ideas in cook- 
ing ought to be frowned down. 





State has a family of three or four little 
girls. Not long since the children were talk- 
ng about a pair of twins. One of them, an 
elder one, turned to her father and said: 
come at once?” A little one, who was much 
heard talk about the small-pox, at once inter- 
rupted and said with much animation, ‘‘l 
know, papa.” ‘Well, what do they call it?” 
said the father. ‘An epidemic,” said the lit- 
tle one, proudly displaying her knowledge.— 
Journal. 





dragging that bulldog to?” said an agent of 
the society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals yesterday morning. ‘J ain’t a drag- 
ging him ; he’s coming along all right, only he 


that’s all.” ‘‘l insist on knowing where you're 
taking that dog,” said the agent firmly. 
‘Well, I’m taking him down to have his teeth 
filed. Season's coming on now for fellers to 
come around and sell trees and sewing ma- 
chines." — New Haven Register. 





‘“‘WHo are you?” asked the magistrate of 
the dirty-faced little waif who stood trembling 


in the deck. ‘‘l’m a child of sorrer,” whim- 
pered the urchin. ‘‘What are you sorry 
about?” ‘*Nothin’ much, only dad and 


mother get mad, and fight six nights out of the 
week. But dad gets licked every time and 
I'm sorry, ‘cause it’s so awful rough on 


dad.” 





The lecturer began, *‘There is a fortune 
lying in wait * Up jumped a bullet- 





mark, ‘*‘Well, I guess you're ‘bout right 
there, mister. There's Bill, the butcher. 
Three years ago he wasn’t wuth a dollar. 
He’s got a fortin’ now. Got it, as you say, 
by lying in weight.”—Zoston Transcript. 





One of the legends upon the wall of the 
room in which the Wisconsin Dairymen’s As- 
sociation held its recent annual meeting was, 
‘Talk to your cow as you would to a lady 


you would with a gentleman? (Or is this one 
of the kinds of goose sauce that is not appro- 
priate to the gander ?—J/erald. 





At a recent school examination the son of a 
coal dealer was asked how many pounds there 
were inaton. He was sharp enough to re- 
ply: **Maybe you think I’m going to give it 
away, and get licked when I go home.”— 





Boston Post. 
Perrectty Watrrrroor.—Preacher (ar- 
riving drenched)—‘*What shall I do, Mrs. 








McGregor? I am wet through and through.” 
Old Scotch Woman—‘‘Get into the pulpit as 
sune as ye can. Ye'll be dhry eno’ there.” 
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